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Revelation 12:7 

“And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 

dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place 

in heaven.” 

We think of heaven as a peaceful place. It’s jarring to think of it as being a battlefield between 

the angels of God and the angels of the devil. But it says in our text, “And there was war in 

heaven.” No one knows when this war took place. It’s almost two thousand years since 

Revelation was written. But certainly the battle herein described took place ages before that. That 

would account for the sparseness of media coverage. If this were to happen today, the United 

Nations Security Council would hold an emergency session and send peace-keepers. A neutral 

third-party like Denmark, would be recruited to act as mediator. CNN would have a reporter 

right in the middle of the action, interviewing both Michael’s and the Dragon’s angels. After the 

dust settled FOX News would interview Michael and CNN would interview the Dragon. The 

CBC would try to get them on at the same time, to see if they could find some common ground. 

If this war occurred today, it would be a media extravaganza. 

But on the other hand, it probably wasn’t as exciting as it sounds. Despite the unexpected locale 

and the big names involved, this war was short and decisive! A literal reading of Revelation 12:7 

would go something like, “And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against 

the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back, but he had no strength.” It wasn’t that the 

dragon was not strong enough, the point is he had no strength at all in relation to God and His 

holy angels. This is of crucial importance, because it shows us that when God is for us nothing 

can stand against us. The devil and his angels may be stronger than us, but they have no strength 

in relation to God. God is our shield and fortress against all the assaults of the evil foe. In Christ 

we stand. 

In the ancient near east people generally believed there were two relatively equal forces that vied 

for control of the universe. There were forces of light and creation and there were forces of 

darkness and destruction. When these two got into a tangle there was no telling who would be 

the victor. Sometimes the forces of light got the upper hand and life would continue for the time 

being. Sometimes the forces of darkness came out on top and then there would be destruction. 

The earth would become formless and void and darkness would reign until the forces of creation 

were able to get their act together and start things up again. Every year this war was fought in the 

heavens. During autumn, as they saw the daylight hours diminishing, the ancients feared that 

darkness would triumph over light. Rather elaborate mythologies described these annual battles 

between light and darkness. Rites and rituals gave human beings a sense of helping tilt the 

balance towards the continuation of life. 

There are no such parallels recorded in the bible. In scripture there is only one force, the God of 

creation! He stands unopposed, because He is all powerful! When God speaks to call creation 

into being, it is done! In the story of creation there are no dissenting voices from the forces of 

chaos. When God speaks it is done, instantly and without opposition. The heavenly bodies that 

caused the pagans of the ancient near east so much consternation, are given by God in His 

service to keep track of time. There are forces opposed to God after the creation. The Dragon, the 

ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, is certainly opposed to all that God intends and has 

made. At some point in time he rebelled against God and was cast out. However, rather than a 

relatively equal force, the Devil has no power in comparison to God, as was vividly 



demonstrated in St. John’s battlefield dispatch about the war in heaven. The Lord reigns in the 

heavens and on the earth! 

The war that was decided quickly and decisively in heaven, continued to be fought throughout 

the Old Testament age, as the devil fought against God by attacking His human creation. He 

attacked Eve and Adam in the Garden and won easily. The reason the devil won that battle was 

because they turned away from God as their shield and fortress. The war continues today in the 

human heart! The devil certainly has success against human beings when we turn away from 

God. St. Peter warns believers to be aware of his wiles, describing him as a “roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour.” The devil has power in relation to us, but he has no power in 

relation to God. Whenever Jesus called an evil spirit to depart from the body of some poor 

tormented soul, there was no spiritual wrestling match between Him and the devil. The evil spirit 

immediately vacated the premises. The only response was some plaintive whining about not 

being thrown into the abyss before the appointed time. And so rather than an epic struggle 

between good and evil, light and darkness, this battle in heaven is described in a very brief and 

subdued tone. “Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels 

fought back.” In the same way as the evil spirits quickly gave way at the command of Jesus, so it 

says of the dragon, “But he had no strength, and they lost their place in heaven.” When it comes 

down to a contest between good and evil, between God and Satan, there is no contest. God rules! 

In Christ we stand! 

The feast of St. Michael and All Angels is set aside to remember the ministry God provides 

through His holy angels. God protects us through His angels. In Psalm 91 it says, “He will 

command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.” Angels have a special 

concern for children. Speaking to His disciples about little children, Jesus said “See that you do 

not despise these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my 

Father who is in heaven.” Angels seek to support us in our faith, so we may receive salvation. In 

Hebrews 1:14 it says of the angels, “Are they not ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake 

of those who are to inherit salvation?” Angels serve as our helpers for the sake of the gospel. The 

holy angels bring us the good news of Jesus. In Luke chapter two the angel says, “Behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David, a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.” Angels serve God and minister to us, by 

leading us to Jesus our Saviour. 

The word ‘angel’ can simply mean, ‘messenger.’ In the general sense, anyone who brings a 

message is an angel. In the gospel sense, anyone who is responsible for the ministry of the word 

is an angel. In the opening chapters of Revelation, Christ instructs St. John to write a message to 

each of the seven churches of the Roman province of Asia. He says, “To the angel of the church 

in Ephesus, write...To the angel of the church in Smyrna, write...” While it is possible Christ is 

referring to the spiritual beings that we associate with the word ‘angel,’ it is more likely that He 

is referring to the leader of the church in each of those places, entrusted with the ministry of the 

word. The ministry of the word is the most important work of angels, whether they are spiritual 

beings or human beings. In this sense we are all angels, called by God and entrusted with the 

responsibility of bearing the message of His love in Jesus Christ to all people. The words of 

Isaiah chapter 52 speak about the work of human angels, saying, “How beautiful on the 

mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good 

tidings, who proclaim salvation.” God’s angels, be they human or spiritual beings, proclaim the 

good news of salvation in the name of Jesus. 



Most people think of an angel as a spiritual being in the service of God. But according to this 

text, there is another kind of spiritual being not in the service of God; the evil angels, who serve 

the devil. According to scripture, at some point in time, some of these spiritual beings renounced 

their service to God and rebelled in service to the devil, who also was an angel. However, their 

plan was thwarted and they quickly lost their place in heaven; cast out by those angels who 

remained loyal to God. It’s anyone’s guess when this happened. But soon after God set the first 

human beings in the Garden of His presence, the serpent began his work of unravelling all that 

God had created. The evil angel in the guise of a serpent, led the man and woman into sin and in 

this brought death into the world. Jesus accurately sketched the character of this fallen angel in 

John chapter 6, when he said, “He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, 

for there is no truth in him. When he lies he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the 

father of lies.” The holy angels lead us to the truth of God’s love by leading us to Jesus! He is the 

way and the truth and the life! He has the words of eternal life. He is the Eternal Word of Life! 

The angels of God and the angels of the devil, struggle over the truth. The battle ground is no 

longer heaven; the devil was quickly and easily cast out of there. The battle ground for this great 

struggle is the hearts and souls of human beings. The devil and his angels seek to lead human 

beings away from the truth of the knowledge of God, by making us doubt His word. The devil 

and his angels don’t want us to believe that God is our Creator, who loves us and all He has 

called into being. The devil and his angels don’t want us to believe that the Lord is our Preserver, 

who sustains the life of all things living. Most of all the devil and his angels don’t want us to 

believe that God is our Redeemer, who through the precious blood of His Son slain on the cross, 

has taken away the sin of world and made life and immortality a reality for all who believe. 

The devil committed murder, not with a sword, but with a lie. The weapon of mass destruction 

by which the devil brought death to the world was the lie that God’s word cannot be trusted. 

When the woman correctly quoted God’s word, saying they would die if they ate of the 

forbidden fruit, the devil said, “You will not surely die. For God knows when you eat of it your 

eyes will be opened, and you will be like God The devil kills not with bombs and guns and by 

crashing air planes into skyscrapers; although he surely motivates the destruction that comes 

through these things. These things only kill the body. The devil’s most devious work is the 

destruction of the soul, by killing faith in God and trust in His word. 

The devil kills by convincing the world there is no God. That we are but the product of a 

mindless evolution and nothing more than the holder of the highest rung on the food chain. The 

devil is quite content if people no longer believe in him, as long as they no longer believe in God 

either. The devil kills, by convincing us that we can follow Christ, the spirit of the world and our 

own sinful desires. Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me he must deny himself, take up his 

cross and follow me.” The devil kills, by telling us there is no hope for forgiveness of our sin, or 

healing in our lives. He kills, by convincing us that not even God can change our lives for the 

better. He kills, by making us believe that death is the end and that there is no hell below and 

nothing above us but sky! It is the work of God’s holy angels to proclaim the truth of God’s 

word and His love for every human being. The Holy Angels lead us to the cross on which Jesus 

died for our forgiveness; and to the empty tomb, which bears witness to the promise of 

resurrection and eternal life through faith in Him. On the morning He rose, the angels proclaimed 

both the truth of God’s word and the promise of Christ’s resurrection saying, “He is not here, for 

He has risen as he said. The work of angels is to proclaim the love of God in Jesus Christ, so that 

we would believe in Him as Saviour and have life in His name. 



St. John was so overcome by what he had seen and by the majesty of the angel who had shown 

him these things, that at the close of Revelation he bowed down to worship him. The angel 

immediately stopped him and said, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your 

brothers, the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!” We honour 

these spiritual beings in service of God, not by praying to them or worshipping them; but by 

worshipping God who speaks to us through His word and makes Himself known in Jesus! 

We honour St. Michael and all the angels who contended with him in that ancient heavenly 

battle, by believing the truth of God in Jesus Christ. He is the way and the truth and the life! We 

honour the angels who daily battle the devil and his angels for the hearts and minds of human 

beings, by treasuring Jesus in our hearts as Saviour, seeking Him in His word, in the sacraments 

and by worshipping Him as Lord in our fellowship with other believers. We join in the work of 

angels, by telling others the good news of God’s love in Christ Jesus and proclaiming salvation 

for all to receive through faith in His Name. God bless the work of St. Michael and All Angels in 

our world, in the church and in our lives. In Jesus’ Name Amen 

 


