
Pentecost 18 / Thanksgiving / October 13, 2019 

Luke 17:15-16 

“Then one of them when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 

voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan.” 

Thanksgiving is the traditional time to remember the Lord’s blessings and give thanks for His 

many benefits. It is always time to give thanks, but the festival of Thanksgiving focuses 

especially on the blessings God gives from the harvest of the earth. In Psalm 104 the psalmist 

sang, “You cause grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate that he may 

bring forth food from the earth and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face shine 

and bread to strengthen man’s heart.” God’s kindness in the harvest of the earth extends to all 

creation. In Psalm 145 the psalmist sang, “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to all and His mercy is over all that He has 

made…The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your 

hand and you satisfy the desire of every living thing.” The Lord provides for human needs and 

for the needs of every living creature. 

The most important blessing the Lord provides is His steadfast love that endures forever and 

meets our most important need; to be nourished in our spirits. In the wilderness the Lord fed 

Israel with bread that fell from heaven. In a desert area, Jesus fed a crowd of five thousand and 

later a crowd of four thousand, with a few loaves of bread and some small fish. The Lord 

satisfied their physical wants, but humans have a greater need for nourishment of the spirit. Jesus 

said, “Do not labour for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which 

the Son of Man shall give to you.” Jesus is the food that endures to eternal life. He gives Himself 

for the life of the world. He said, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 

and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” Jesus satisfies our spiritual hunger for God and 

slakes our thirst with His righteousness. He said, “I am the living bread that came down from 

heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever.” Jesus nourishes us to eternal life 

through the forgiveness of sin and so whether the harvest of the earth is plentiful or lean, in Jesus 

we always have reason to give thanks with grateful hearts! 

The greater the need met the greater the thanksgiving. Offer a person stuffed to the gills on an all 

you can eat buffet, a free slice of pizza as he exits the restaurant and he will probably tell you to 

get lost. Being so full, a person may feel physically ill at the prospect of more food. Offer the 

same morsel to a person starving on the street and the gift will almost certainly be received with 

thanksgiving and be gobbled up instantly. Our need for physical nourishment is similar to our 

need for spiritual nourishment. Each day, several times a day, we need food to eat, or else our 

stomachs growl. When our stomachs growl, we get grouchy and we growl. We need to eat two or 

three times a day! Lack of nourishment will make our bodies grow weak. Perhaps we don’t think 

of it, but our spirits have an even greater need for the nourishment of God’s word. We need the 

nourishment Jesus supplies every moment of each day. 

Jesus was invited to dine at the home of a Pharisee. As they reclined at the table, a woman with 

the reputation of being a notorious sinner entered the room, fell down weeping and washed 

Jesus’ feet with her tears. She came to Jesus for the spiritual nourishment of forgiveness. She had 

an acute awareness of her sin and her need for forgiveness. When she received forgiveness, she 

rejoiced with a thankful heart. The Pharisee on the other hand, was filled with contempt for her 

and Jesus. He wondered how He could let such a person touch Him! He thought, ‘If He really 

were a prophet, He should know what kind of a person she is and what kind of life she lived!’ He 

had no sense of his own sin. He was filled with his own goodness, He saw no need to be forgiven 



and had no reason to give thanks to Jesus. Because she saw her sin and need for forgiveness, the 

woman he judged so mercilessly, received mercy from Jesus. She received the spiritual 

nourishment of forgiveness and she gave thanks from the bottom of her heart. When we see our 

sin, we see our need for the Saviour. When we see our Saviour, we receive forgiveness. Because 

we receive forgiveness from Jesus, we always have reason to give thanks with grateful hearts! 

The Pharisee didn’t think he needed forgiveness, because he couldn’t see his sin. Let’s be honest, 

it’s not always easy to see our sin. We like to hide it from ourselves and keep it from the sight of 

others. But the ten men in our text couldn’t hide their leprosy, or pretend they were whole. Their 

leprosy was as obvious to themselves, as it was apparent to others. We can hide our sin from 

ourselves and from others, but leprosy couldn’t be hidden. Leprosy left marks and gave off an 

obvious odor. People with leprosy were outcasts from society. They had to leave their homes for 

fear of passing the disease to others. They lived together on the outskirts of communities. 

Challenged to find food and shelter, they also longed for the most basic creaturely comforts; to 

be touched and to touch others. People with leprosy didn’t asked to be healed, as did people who 

were disabled or otherwise ill. People with leprosy begged to be cleansed. 

They needed to be cleansed, because they felt dirty and people thought they were dirty. People 

were terrified of catching their disease and kept themselves at a distance. People with leprosy 

were required to give others warning by crying out “Unclean! Unclean!” The law for lepers was 

severe. According to Leviticus 13:45, “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn 

clothes and let the hair of head hang loose…He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the 

camp.” Of all the people that Jesus healed, people with leprosy would have been the most 

thankful. 

Ten men with leprosy saw Jesus walking down the road on the way to Jerusalem. They stood at a 

distance, raised their voices and cried out loudly, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” How often 

do we see our sin so clearly and feel its effects so acutely that we cry out, “Jesus, Master, have 

mercy on us?” As much as leprosy separated people from their families and forced them out of 

their communities, sin separates us from God and brings brokenness to our relationships with 

others. Sometimes our sins are so subtle, or we are so good at hiding them that we don’t notice 

them ourselves. When we take the time to pray our silent confession to God, does the moment 

seem to pass too quickly, because we have a burden to relieve? Or does time drag on, because we 

can’t think of much to confess? 

Certainly God doesn’t want us to wallow in guilt or torture ourselves over our sin, but when we 

have a hard time to see our sin, it becomes difficult to see our need for Jesus as our Saviour. 

Jesus saw two men pray at the temple in Jerusalem. One man confessed his sin and the other 

boasted of his righteousness. One man’s confession ended up with him thanking God that he was 

not a sinner. The other man confessed his sin and said, “God have mercy on me.” He received 

forgiveness and had good reason to thank God for His mercy. When we cry “Jesus, Master, have 

mercy on us,” Jesus cleanses us of our sin in forgiveness. In His mercy He calls to come into His 

presence. Because of His mercy, we always have reason to give thanks with grateful hearts. 

Jesus told the ten men with leprosy to go and show themselves to the priests. That’s all He said 

and as they went they were cleansed. One man turned back, fell on the ground before Jesus and 

gave thanks with a grateful heart. Think for a moment just what Jesus had done for him! 

Consider how thankful he must have been in light of everything that had been returned to him. 

Jesus gave him back his community. He could go back to his home town, to the people he had 

grown up with from childhood. He could go back to church! He could return to his family, kiss 

his wife and hug his children. It’s hard to imagine his joy until we realize how much he had lost 



and how sad his life had been because of his leprosy. Jesus gave him everything and so the 

original language implies that he literally threw himself at Jesus’ feet and gave Him thanks. 

Jesus has given us even more through cleansing of forgiveness. In the forgiveness of His cross 

Jesus has reconciled us to God as our loving Father and brought us into fellowship in His body 

the church, as sisters and brothers. In Ephesians 2:12-13 Paul wrote, “Remember that you were 

at one time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to 

the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus 

you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” We have been 

brought near to God and to each other by the blood of Christ. When we consider the cleansing 

we receive from Jesus in forgiveness, reconciliation with God and peace with each other, we 

have even more reason to give thanks with grateful hearts! 

Ten were cleansed, but only one returned. Furthermore, the one that returned to give thanks 

wasn’t even a fellow Jew, he was a Samaritan. We know why the one returned, but we don’t 

know why the nine didn’t come back to say thanks. Perhaps they didn’t think it was necessary 

and kept going to show themselves to the priests as Jesus said. Jesus hadn’t told them to come 

back, He just said to go. Maybe they were just so excited that they went straight home and forgot 

about saying thanks. Only the Lord knows why they responded as they did. However, their 

memory is not preserved in the gospels for us to cast stones of judgement. Instead, their actions 

are remembered to give us pause to consider our level of thankfulness, for all the Lord Jesus has 

done and continues to do for us. Is our level of thankfulness comparable to the Samaritan or to 

the nine? The nine are remembered, so we would consider all the Lord has done and continues to 

do for us, so that we would be moved to give thanks from grateful hearts. 

Nine times out of ten, we receive from the Lord and fail to give thanks. Nine times out of ten we 

are quick to complain and cry for mercy, but slow to give thanks. Nine times out of ten, we 

receive from the bounty of the Lord’s steadfast love in mercy and forgiveness, without reflecting 

on the cost to the Lord; His suffering and death for the forgiveness we receive as a free gift. But 

the most precious thing about God is that the Lord loves us and continues to bless us with the 

cleansing of forgiveness day in and day out, whether we stop to give thanks or not. When we 

realize that we truly have reason to give thanks with grateful hearts! In Jesus’ Name. Amen 

 


