
Devotion for the 5
th

 Wednesday in Lent 

Psalm 18:1-6; 16-17 

I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God in 

whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 

I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies. 

The cords of death encompassed me; the torrents of destruction assailed me; the cords of Sheol entangled 

me; the snares of death confronted me. 

In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I cried for help. From His temple He heard my voice, and my 

cry to Him reached His ears. 

He sent from on high, He took me; He drew me out of many waters. He rescued me from my strong 

enemy and from those who hated me, for they were too mighty for me. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen 
 

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 4:1-18 Moses reluctantly returns to Egypt 

New Testament Reading: Mark 15:1-15 Jesus accused and condemned to death 
 

Devotion: Moses the Reluctant Saviour 

     Moses didn’t want to go! He said they wouldn’t believe him if he went. He had been out of Egypt and away 

from the Hebrew people for forty years. They probably wouldn’t even remember him, let alone listen to him. 

The Lord gave him a sign to catch their attention and prove He had been sent. When he cast his walking stick to 

the ground, it would become a snake. That would be an attention getter! Moses still didn’t want to go. He said 

he wasn’t a good speaker, he couldn’t hold the crowds’ attention and they wouldn’t listen to him. The Lord said, 

He would be His “mouth.” People would listen to the voice of the Lord! Finally Moses owned up and plainly 

said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” At least he said please. 

     In the end, Moses went because the Lord told him to go. Although he was a reluctant Saviour, the Lord 

worked a great salvation through him. Moses led the children of Israel out of slavery to the most powerful 

nation on earth. Moses brought the children of Israel through the parted waters of the Red Sea, to stand in the 

presence of God at Mount Sinai, where Moses received the law. Moses was the lawgiver and of course, the law 

forces reluctant people to obey.  

         The gospel of John says, “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ.” Jesus was obedient to the will of His Father from conception by the Holy Spirit to death on the cross. 

Jesus was not coerced by the law, He was impelled by love. Moses accomplished much even though he was 

reluctant. Jesus accomplished much more through His willing obedience and sacrificial death. Moses rescued 

the Hebrew nation from slavery and death in time; Jesus rescues people from every nation, tribe and language 

from slavery to sin and death in eternity. The law forces, love impels. The love of God impelled Jesus to gladly 

be our Saviour and in Him we have a Saviour greater than Moses and a salvation greater than words can 

express.  
 

Beautiful Saviour (Public Domain) 

Beautiful Saviour, King of Creation, Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly, I’d love thee, Truly I’d serve thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

Beautiful Saviour, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honour, Praise, adoration, Now and forevermore be thine! 

 

 

 
 



Prayer 

Lord Jesus you gladly became our Saviour through your incarnation by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary. You 

saved us through your life lived in obedience to the law and through your blood shed for our sin. Moses was 

faithful in your Father’s house as a servant, but you were faithful as the Son. In you we have a greater salvation 

than that accomplished by the law. We have the salvation of forgiveness and eternal life. We thank you and 

bless your Holy Name. Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Catechism for Lent: Excommunication and Repentance 

The New Testament keeps and urges this office of the Law, as St. Paul does when he says, “The wrath of God is 

revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men” (Romans 1:18). Also, “the whole 

world may be accountable to God…No human being will be justified in His sight (Romans 3:19-20). And, 

Christ says, the Holy Spirit will convict the world of sin (John 16:8). 

This is God’s thunderbolt. By the Law He strikes down both obvious sinners and false saints. He declares no 

one to be in the right, but drives them all together to terror and despair. This is the hammer. As Jeremiah says, 

“Is not My word like a hammer that breaks rock into pieces?” (23:29). This is not active contrition or 

manufactured repentance. It is passive contrition, true sorrow of heart, suffering and the sensation of death. 

But to this office of the Law, the New Testament immediately adds the consoling promise of grace through the 

Gospel. 

Wherever the Law alone exercises its office, without the Gospel being added, there is nothing but death and 

hell. On the other hand, the Gospel brings consolation and forgiveness. 

Smalcald Articles III 

Benediction 

Isaiah 43:1-2 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you.” 


