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1 Peter 4:13 

“But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when His glory is 

revealed.” 

     The seventh Sunday of Easter is a time between Jesus’ departure and His return. The seventh Sunday of Easter falls 

on the third day of Jesus’ ascension to heaven. This past Thursday the church remembered the withdrawal of His 

physical presence. On the fortieth day of His resurrection, Jesus took the eleven disciples to the village of Bethany, a 

short distance outside Jerusalem. He blessed them and told them to return to Jerusalem, where they would be clothed 

with the Holy Spirit and be empowered to be His witnesses and make disciples of all nations; beginning in Jerusalem and 

extending to the ends of the earth. They saw Him taken up into the heavens. As they looked into the sky, an angel 

assured them He would return, saying, “This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 

as you saw Him go into heaven.”   

     The church on earth lives in the time between Jesus’ physical departure and His visible return. We can’t see Him with 

our eyes or touch Him with our hands as the disciples did, but Jesus remains with us through His Spirit. We see and 

touch Him in our fellowship and worship. He said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there with them.” 

He nourishes us with forgiveness and the Holy Spirit through the sacrament of His body and blood, under the forms of 

bread and wine. He washes us daily of our sins through the word and water of our baptism. Although we do not see Him 

as when He bore the humble form of a servant, He is present with us and abides among us. We wait to see Him, when He 

comes in glory at the right hand of the Father, with the holy angels in attendance. We rejoice as we await His return and 

the appearing of His glory! 

     This was a time of waiting for the disciples. In obedience to Jesus’ word, they returned to the city and waited to be 

clothed with power from on high, in fulfilment of His promise. They gathered for worship and prayer. They selected a 

disciple to take the place of Judas and be numbered among the twelve apostles. The Spirit guided them to select 

Matthias.  According to Luke they were about one hundred and twenty in number. On the tenth day of their waiting, the 

day of Pentecost, Jesus’ words were fulfilled, as the Holy Spirit came as a mighty rushing wind and tongues of flaming 

fire.  They were filled the Holy Spirit and began to proclaim the wonders of God and the gift of salvation in Jesus name, 

in the languages of all who had gathered in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost. The Spirit showed both His power and 

His purpose, as more than three thousand came to faith and were baptized that day alone.  

     As we wait, during the time between Jesus’ ascension and His visible return, we also engage in prayer and fellowship 

and receive God’s grace and His Spirit, in the word and through the sacraments. We seek to share His love, with each 

other in our fellowship and with all people, in proclaiming the gospel of forgiveness, offered for all to receive through 

faith in Jesus. We remember the words St. Peter spoke to that great crowd on Pentecost morning, “Repent and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our 

God calls to Himself.” While we wait we remember both Jesus’ promise to return and His continued presence through 

the Spirit and in our fellowship with each other. We remember His commission to the church, to make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 

He taught us. We rejoice in all things, even in the things we suffer, because when Jesus returns in glory, we will rejoice 

and be glad forever! 

     Our epistle readings for this Easter season have come 1 Peter. They conclude today with an exhortation to endurance 

as we await the return of Jesus and the revealing of His glory. Peter says we should not be surprised, if we experience 

trial and tribulation because of our faith in Jesus. And so we entrust our souls to a faithful Creator. He says our sufferings 

are a sharing of the sufferings of Christ. Even as Christ’s suffering brought something good, our reconciliation to God as 

Father, so God will work His good in our lives, even in the things we suffer.  

     In fact, when Christ returns, the things we have suffered will be like medals, which soldiers wear with pride after they 

have endured battle. We may complain, moan and groan at the time, but when Christ returns in glory, the things we have 

suffered for His sake will be a source of joy and gladness. Peter writes, “But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 

sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when His glory is revealed.” Have you ever heard a soldier decorated 

with medals, complain about the suffering he or she endured to receive such a prize? They display their medals with 

pride! In the same way the things we suffer for Christ in this life will be badges of honour in the life to come. 

     We will rejoice in the life to come, but in the time before we must be attentive to our faith and watchful against things 

that can hinder our sanctification and prevent our salvation. Peter says, “Be sober minded; be watchful.” One of our 

greatest adversaries is the devil. Peter likens him to a roaring lion, looking for someone to have for dinner. The devil 

seeks to devour our faith, so that we would stop trusting Jesus and lose our relationship with God that comes through 

Him. The devil seeks to focus us on our sufferings which weigh us down, rather than on the sufferings of Christ that give 

us encouragement, hope and life. In our sufferings we need to fix our eyes on Jesus and the glory that will be revealed 



when He returns. He is the source of our salvation and the power, by which we endure through all the struggles and 

temptations of life. He will cause us to rejoice forever when His glory is revealed! 

     The author of Hebrews reminds us that Jesus was tempted in every way we are tempted, yet without sin. For that 

reason we can come to Him in all our needs, to receive grace to sustain us and find mercy to lift us up when we fall. 

Jesus began His ministry by being tempted in the wilderness. The devil tempted Jesus by appealing to the weaknesses 

common to all of us; physical needs, the desire for power and pride. After a forty day fast, Jesus was hungry.  The devil 

suggested He use His power as the Son of God to transform a stone into bread. That was the first temptation, perhaps 

because as humans, creatures of flesh and blood, our physical needs are always first and foremost. We need daily bread 

and so it’s easy for us to focus on the bread that endures for a day, at the expense of the bread that endures forever; the 

word of God that gives us life. Jesus said, “It is written, ‘Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceeds from the mouth of God.” 

     The devil tempted Jesus with pride, which may be the great sin of the human spirit. He told Him He was important. 

We all like to be important. He told Jesus He was so important that if He threw Himself off the pinnacle of the temple, 

His Father in heaven would be compelled to send angels to bear Him safely to the ground. The devil even quoted 

scripture, the perfect cover for deception. In order for us to avoid being deceived, it’s important for us to listen closely to 

what people teach about God and also to be familiar enough with the teaching of scripture, to tell truth from a lie. A good 

lie always seems like the truth and it’s especially tempting, if it appeals to our pride. Pride goes before a fall and Jesus 

would have none of it. He knew scripture well enough to see the lie and to refute the devil with the word of God. He 

said, “It is written, ‘you shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

     The third temptation was to power. The devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and said he would give 

them to Him, if He would but bow down and worship Him. This was a temptation as old as the Garden of Eden. It’s the 

temptation to be our own gods and exercise power for our benefit. Humans often and easily worship the devil in 

exchange for power. Christians are subject to the same temptation, many have taken the bait and fallen. Consider the life 

of the church and its leaders past and present and you will see this is often the case. Jesus would not fall for the trap. 

Apart from the fact that He is God from eternity, He knew also in His humanity that God is our Creator, in Him we live 

and move and have our being. He would have no other gods than His Father. He said, “Be gone Satan! For it is written, 

‘You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.’” 

     Although He was the Son of God from eternity, Jesus overcame temptation in our place as a human being. The devil 

had success with the first humans and caused them to fall, but he failed to cause Jesus to fall. The reason Jesus as a 

human being, overcame the temptation of the devil was because Jesus as a human being, learned God’s word from 

childhood, studied it, prayed through it and reflected upon it daily. The word was a lamp to His feet and light to His path. 

He understood God’s word. Through it He could discern a lie in truth and find strength to remain firm against the 

temptation of the devil. To every temptation Jesus found strength in the word and replied saying, “It is written.”  

     We remain constant in our faith and vigilant against the devil by abiding in God’s word; learning its truths, pondering 

and praying over the things we don’t understand, believing its truth even when we don’t understand. We overcome 

temptation and resist the tempter, by being in the word of God. In Isaiah God said, “The word that goes forth from my 

mouth shall not return to me empty. It will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for I send it.” God desires 

our eternal salvation. He sends His word for the purpose of bringing our faith to fulfillment in life everlasting. His word 

will achieve His purpose and accomplish His desire in our lives. 

     As we close the season of Easter, we remember Jesus’ promise to abide with us through the Holy Spirit, be present in 

our worship and fellowship, to teach us through His word and to nourish our faith in the sacraments. His time of 

suffering has passed. He passed the test and won the victory for us and all who believe. He has been received again into 

the glory He had with the Father from eternity. Yet He is with us and continues to share in our sufferings and in all the 

struggles of our lives. He is with us to empower us to faith and faithfulness. He is with us to encourage us through His 

Spirit, so that we run with endurance the course that is before us. When we faint and fall, He lifts us up and refreshes us 

with His grace.  

     In all our suffering, He holds before us the promise of eternal life, in the place He has prepared for us, where we will 

see and share in His glory forever! It is because of this that Peter writes, “But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 

sufferings, that you may rejoice and be glad when His glory is revealed.” We rejoice in Christ’s resurrection. We rejoice 

in Christ’s ascension. We rejoice in the Holy Spirit given to abide within and among us. As we share in His sufferings, 

we look forward to the revealing of His glory and our share of His victory in His resurrection to a new and eternal life. 

Amen 

 

      


