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Romans 15:13 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 

the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

What are your hopes? What are the chances that your hopes will be fulfilled? Are your hopes 

real and living, or are they more like wishful thinking? Hope is central to our lives. People can 

surmount great obstacles and bear unbearable burdens, as long as they have hope. When we have 

hope we have courage. When we are discouraged we have no hope. In 1 Corinthians 13 Paul 

says that when everything has come and gone these three remain, “faith, hope and love.” Faith is 

our trust in the promises of God, most importantly the promise of forgiveness, resurrection and 

eternal life in Christ. It is love that moved God to make His promises and send Christ into the 

world and into our lives. “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him would not perish, but have eternal life.” Hope is our expectation and 

anticipation of the fulfilment of God’s promises in Christ. On the day of Christ, faith will be 

fulfilled and hope will pass into sight. This is what we remember as we reflect on the first 

Advent of Jesus. This is what we anticipate with the Second Advent of Christ. 

Hope is central in our lives, but in our lives wishful thinking often disguises itself as hope. Real 

hope is founded upon something real. Wishful thinking is hope without a foundation. The hope 

that we have in Christ is real, because it is based on clear promises God spoke through Moses 

and the prophets. God has given even greater testimony to His promises in these last days, by 

speaking to us through Jesus His Son. The hope we have in Christ is real, because it has been 

proven true, powerful and effective in the lives of countless believers throughout the ages. As the 

author of Hebrews says, we are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses and therefore we can with 

confidence fix our eyes on Jesus the author and perfector of our faith. The hope that we have in 

Christ is living, because Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who believe 

in Him. Hope in Christ is the heart of Christmas, the heart of the Christian faith and the heart of 

the season of Advent. 

Sometimes it’s nice to wish. We all like to dream, especially at Christmas. The Simpson Sears 

department store used to publish a Christmas catalogue called the “Christmas Wish Book.” I 

would spend hours wishing for things from that book. We would have needed a bigger house, if I 

had gotten even half of them. But of course, it was just wishful thinking! However, the hope we 

have in Christ is not a wish, it’s real. It’s a real hope based on the foundation of God’s promises, 

which have been proven true time and again in the past in the lives of those who gone before us 

in the faith. It’s a real hope. It’s a real hope, because as Paul says in our text it’s based on the 

word of God, spoken first to our spiritual ancestors such as Isaac and his father Abraham. It’s a 

real hope, because it’s a promise that God spoke again and again throughout the ages through 

prophets such as Moses and Isaiah. It’s a real hope, because God has kept His promise and 

demonstrated His power in many ways; especially by preserving Israel as His people, speaking 

His word and giving Christ the Saviour through Israel 

We may not realize how unlikely the survival of Israel as a nation and as the people of God was; 

to a person without faith in the power of God, it would have looked like wishful thinking! There 

were times when there were only a handful of men, children and women who worshipped the 

Lord and kept His word in their hearts. Whenever the overwhelming majority turned to the 

worship of false gods, the Lord always preserved a remnant of faithful believers. Israel was a 

small nation caught between warring superpowers. Israel’s survival was always precarious! 

Nations greater, larger and more powerful than Israel were swallowed up by the great empires of 



the ancient world. Israel was swallowed up too, but the Lord demonstrated His power to give life 

to the dead, by preserving them in captivity, giving them a national resurrection and new life in 

the Promised Land. The fact that we have the word of God preserved through the ages and 

passed down through the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, is proof that the hope we 

have as Christians is real and living. 

The hope fulfilled at the birth of Jesus and impressed on our hearts through faith, is reaffirmed 

each day by the Holy Spirit, who encourages us in faith through the word. The Psalmist wrote: 

“Your word O Lord, is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” The Holy Spirit fills us with 

peace in believing by leading us to Jesus. He is the word of life and He speaks the words of 

eternal life. St. Peter confessed, “You have the words of eternal life. And we have come to know 

and to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” The hope we have in Jesus will 

be fulfilled when Jesus returns as King and gives us and all who have ever believed, a share in 

His resurrection to life everlasting. The angels assured the disciples of Jesus’ return saying, “This 

Jesus who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way you saw Him go into 

heaven.” The Holy Spirit has demonstrated that this faith is real and certain, by proclaiming the 

gospel and extending the church throughout the world! Our hope is built on Jesus! 

What are your hopes? We all have hopes and wishes too. A little wishful thinking can provide us 

with a needed break from reality, as long as we don’t confuse it with reality. Have you ever 

gotten an email identifying you as the heir to a billion dollar estate? It’s a scam that goes back to 

the 16th century. But have you wondered what you do, if in your case it was true? It’s nice to 

wonder what we would do if we really were the last descendant of a billionaire in Spain and that 

if we sent the $5000.00 processing fee to the bank Uganda that we would actually receive his 

estate, like the email said. It’s nice to wonder, but don’t send the cash! Some dreams become 

reality. It’s good to dream of becoming a certain profession, or having a certain occupation. 

Some of our hopes may be attainable, others not, but it’s good to hope. Not everyone who wants 

to become a surgeon will be able to fulfil their dream, but some will. Some dreams are good, but 

even good dreams can be affected by forces beyond our control. It’s good to save and invest our 

money for the future. There is nothing wrong with hoping to have a certain amount of income 

from our investments when we get to a certain age. But many factors can affect that legitimate 

hope and despite our best intentions our investments may not pan out as we hope. If a war breaks 

out or the markets collapse, our hopes may be dashed. 

As Christians our greatest and most certain hope is in Jesus; the forgiveness of His cross and the 

promise of a new and eternal life through His resurrection. Even if all our dreams come true and 

everything we hope for in life becomes reality, in time all our lives will pass away and 

everything we have received will be returned to Him who stands above time. Our hope in Christ 

is real and eternal! In his first letter St. Peter wrote, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 

undefiled and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through 

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” This hope gives us strength in time of 

trial and temptation. This hope gives us peace in our tribulations. This hope gives us forgiveness 

of our sins. This hope will give us courage when the end of our lives draws near. In this hope we 

will stand in the presence of God at the return of Christ and the resurrection to life everlasting. 

Our hope in Jesus is real and living! 

 



St. Paul wrote, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Paul wrote these verses to encourage us in 

the hope we have in Christ Jesus. We need encouragement, because there are many things to 

discourage our faith and which take joy and peace from our lives. Encourage and discourage 

have the word ‘courage’ as their root. Courage is the confidence we have in Christ. Doubt is are 

the bitter fruit produced by faith that has been discouraged. Courage comes from the promises of 

God in Jesus Christ. We are encouraged when we have the promises of God in Christ as the 

anchor of our lives. At start of this letter Paul wrote, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, it is the 

power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.” The promise of the gospel is our greatest 

and most enduring hope! Through the gospel the Holy Spirit gives us encouragement, hope and 

peace in Christ Jesus. Whatever we hope for at Christmas, this afternoon or in any part of our 

lives, we have this hope as a sure and certain anchor in our lives; Jesus Christ is the Saviour of 

all people, especially of those who believe and He gives forgiveness, real hope, peace and eternal 

life to all who believe. In Jesus’ Name. Amen 

 


