
Pentecost 15 / September 22, 2019 

1 Timothy 2:1-2 

“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be 

made for all people…” 

Pray for the salvation of all people 

Supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings! God wants us to speak to Him with our 

words, to worship Him with our actions and to focus our thoughts on Him. In 1 Thessalonians 

chapter five Paul writes, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing; give thanks in all 

circumstances.” One might ask, ‘how such a thing could be possible?’ In saying this Paul was 

not making a rule for prayer, or giving a command. He is speaking about the orientation of our 

spirits to the Spirit of God. Because of our fellowship with God through Jesus Christ, believers 

have received the Spirit of God to dwell within our spirits. The Holy Spirit never ceases working 

faith in our spirits. The Holy Spirit always speaks through our spirits to God. Prayer is the 

outward expression of the Holy Spirit at work in our hearts. When Paul speaks of constant and 

unceasing prayer and giving thanks every circumstance, he is speaking to what is always 

happening in our spirits through the Holy Spirit. He is calling us to be aware of the presence and 

work of the Holy Spirit within us. The Holy Spirit impels us to pray by focussing our minds on 

Christ. 

The Holy Spirit sustains faith in our spirits at all times, whether we are awake or asleep. The 

Holy Spirit fixes our hearts on Christ, whether our thoughts are focused on Him or wandering 

elsewhere. The mind wanders, but the Holy Spirit leads our thoughts to Christ. The Holy Spirit 

makes us aware of His presence and work within us, by calling us to fellowship and to prayer. 

The Holy Spirit calls us to pray for all people, in order to give us the desire to share our faith 

with others, so that they too may believe and receive Christ as Saviour. God wants all people to 

come the knowledge of the truth of His love in Christ Jesus. God wants all people to believe and 

to receive the gift of His love in forgiveness and eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. There 

is no one so far away that God does not reach out to her or him through the gospel. There is no 

one so bad that Jesus did not shed His blood to forgive their sins. Paul, himself, serves as an 

example. In the previous chapter he referred to himself as the worst sinner, because He 

persecuted the church of Jesus Christ. God had mercy on Him despite his sin. In that mercy, we 

see God’s holy desire to have mercy on everyone. God wants us to pray for all people according 

to all their needs of body and of spirit. He causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good. He 

sends rain on the just and on the unjust. We pray God would continue to bless the people of the 

earth with every material benefit. He gave Jesus to bear the sins and pay the debt of the whole 

world. He is the Saviour of all people, especially of those who believe. We pray for all people. 

We pray especially that they would come to have faith in Jesus and receive Him as their Saviour 

and Lord! 

God desires all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. Jesus is the truth! 

When He was speaking to the Roman governor Pontius Pilate, Jesus said, “For this purpose I was 

born and for this purpose I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth.” Pilate looked 

at Him and said, “What is truth?” He probably asked his question with a cynical sneer, but he 

sensed there was something odd about this person. There was something about His persona made 

him treat Jesus with more respect than he treated the average Judean peasant accused of treason. 

He didn’t realize that when he looked at Jesus, he was staring truth in the face. Jesus is the truth. 

He is the fullest expression of God. Paul said, “In Him the fullness of deity dwells in bodily 

form.” Jesus expressed the truth of God’s nature as love and His love for every human soul. 



Jesus embodied the truth of God’s love by sharing in our humanity and sacrificing Himself on 

the cross for our sins. In Jesus we know the truth of God’s love and His desire for the salvation 

of every human soul! 

Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through 

me.” All who come to Jesus, come to the Father. In His body broken on the cross, Jesus atoned 

for the sin of the whole world. All who come to Jesus receive forgiveness, are cleansed of 

unrighteousness and made able to stand in the presence of God. There is one mediator between 

God and humans, the man Jesus Christ. He mediates the divine/human relationship in His own 

person, the Son of God from eternity and a human being conceived and born in time. St. Paul 

said of Him, “In Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell and through Him to reconcile 

to Himself all things, whether in heaven or on earth, making peace through the blood of His 

cross.” All who receive Jesus receive reconciliation with God and the peace of a good conscience 

through the forgiveness of sins. God offers this forgiveness for all to receive. All we need do is 

believe. The moment we believe we receive peace with God and the Holy Spirit to dwell within 

us. The Holy Spirit moves our spirits to offer thanks to God for His grace. The Holy Spirit 

impels and empowers us to pray. The most important prayer we can offer is that God’s grace 

may touch the hearts of more people, that they too may receive the grace of forgiveness and have 

the peace of knowing God as loving Father for the sake of Christ Jesus. 

It’s natural for us to pray for people who are close to us. It goes without saying that we pray for 

our families and for our friends. Paul presumes we will pray for them as a matter of course. We 

may even spontaneously offer prayer for strangers living far away, if we hear of a calamity 

caused by a natural disaster. But Paul says that we should offer prayers consciously and 

intentionally for all people, even for those who we may not like and perhaps outright hate. In the 

Sermon on the Mount Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 

neighbour and hate you enemy.’ But I say to you, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you.” It’s human nature to hate and dismiss those who hate and dismiss us. Jesus wants 

us to pray for our enemies and for those who persecute us, because He doesn’t want us to hate 

them. He wants us to love them. He doesn’t want us to be overcome by evil. He wants us to 

overcome evil with good, beginning with the evil in our own hearts. It’s hard to hate people 

when we pray for them. 

Prayer for enemies doesn’t so much change God’s attitude towards those who hate and persecute 

us, as much as it changes our attitude towards them. God loves those who hate us and persecute 

us. God loves people who hate and persecute Him. He gave Jesus to die for their sins too. God 

loves His enemies. Paul wrote, “God demonstrates His own love in this: While we were sinners 

Christ died for us.” Jesus’ blood has lifted the wrath of God because of sin and the condemnation 

of eternal death from the head of every human soul. God wants to bless all people with 

repentance that leads to life through faith in Christ Jesus. Prayer changes our attitude towards 

other people, so we would see them through God’s eyes, as people like us in need of His love in 

mercy and forgiveness for the sake of Christ Jesus. When we pray for people, we begin to see 

them no longer as objects of wrath, but as fellow sinners in need of God’s mercy in forgiveness 

for the sake of Jesus Christ. Good things happen when we pray for our enemies and for those 

who persecute us. The Holy Spirit softens our hearts towards them. In this the Holy Spirit gives 

us the opportunity to share the good news of His love and salvation through faith in Jesus. In this 

the Holy Spirit opens the hearts of others to receive Jesus as Saviour and believe in Him as Lord. 

Prayer is urged upon believers throughout the Bible. The temple Solomon built in Jerusalem was 

to be a house of prayer for all nations. Jesus taught His disciples to pray saying, “Our Father who 



art in heaven.” Jesus taught His disciples how to pray, in the faith that our Father in heaven loves 

us and wants to give us good things in body and in spirit. He said, “Ask and it will be given to 

you, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 

receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.” God knows 

what we need even before we know. God gives us good without our asking. He wants us to ask, 

so we will think of Him and remember He loves us. 

Paul urges believers to pray in all situations, in every circumstance of life and for all people. In 

his first letter to his disciple Timothy, Paul writes, “First of all then, I urge that supplications, 

prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in 

high positions.” Paul especially urges us to pray for leaders and people in authority, so that we 

may live in peace. One reason the gospel spread rapidly throughout the Roman world in the first 

century was because it was a time of peace. The Roman authority maintained peace. People 

could travel without fear and assemble without threat of violence. We pray for our leaders that 

they would work for peace in our community and nation, so we may continue to gather to offer 

prayers for all people, especially that they would know the love of God that is in Jesus the 

Saviour. The best prayer we can offer for the leaders of our world, nation and community, is that 

they too would come to know God our Saviour, receive and believe in Christ Jesus as their 

Saviour. 

Believers need to be diligent in prayer. Prayer is pleasing to God in itself. Do you know someone 

who just talks and talks? There is no such thing as idle prattle in the ears of God. He wants to 

hear our voices. It’s music to His ears! He wants us to talk with him, as we would chat with a 

dearly loved friend, or as a child would talk with a parent or grandparent. Do you ever call or 

visit someone, just because you want to talk? God wants us to talk to him in prayer. Prayer 

focuses our minds on God our Saviour and the redemption He accomplished through Christ 

Jesus. God is always mindful of us, but when we pray we are mindful of God. When we pray, we 

remember that He who is for us is greater than all that is against us. When we pray, we 

remember that His grace is sufficient to meet all our needs. When we gather together to pray, we 

remember Christ is with us. He said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 

with them.” 

Prayer centers our attention on Christ and the great commission He gave to the Church to “Go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.” In the book of Acts it says the first believers in Jerusalem “devoted themselves 

to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and the prayers.” They met 

daily to study the word, receive communion, share fellowship and pray. God answered their 

prayers; both by an increase in faith in their hearts and by opening the hearts of others, who in 

answer to their prayers, became believers through the word and by the working of the Holy 

Spirit. Luke says, “The Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 

When we pray, we remember God loves all people and seeks the salvation of every human soul. 

When we pray, God opens our hearts to His love, so that His Spirit may open our hearts in love 

towards others. When we pray, the Holy Spirit opens our lips to speak the good news of God’s 

love and His holy desire that all people would come to the knowledge of His love in Christ Jesus 

and be saved. God answers prayers by opening hearts to the heart of His love in Christ Jesus. In 

Jesus’ Name. Amen 

 


