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Ezekiel 34:23 

“And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them; he 

shall feed them and be their shepherd.” 

Have you ever gotten what you wanted, but ended up regretting it? It’s not always good to get 

what we want! The book of Samuel tells of Israel’s desire to have a king. They wanted a king, 

because they wanted to be like the nations around them. All the other nations had a king and so 

they wanted one too! Have you ever wanted something because everyone else had one? Samuel 

reminded them the Lord was their king. He warned them of the consequences of having a human 

king. He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you; he will take your 

sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots…He 

will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the best of your 

fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants…He will take a tenth of 

your flocks and you will be his slaves.” The Lord gave them what they wanted, but it didn’t take 

long for them to wish their prayer had been unanswered. Make someone king or queen, and 

invariably that person will begin to act like a king or a queen. 

Beginning with Saul, continuing with David and extending throughout his descendants, the kings 

of Israel and Judah looked out for themselves. Saul started out with humility, but ended up 

second guessing the Lord. David gave everyone in his family government jobs. Solomon is the 

most well-known of David’s sons. He is best remembered for his wisdom, but he had more 

wealth than wisdom. It went to his head, ruined his relationship with the Lord and brought sin to 

Israel. Solomon had horses, chariots, ships, male servants and female servants. And of course 

Solomon had gold! What would a king be without gold! 1 Kings says, “All King Solomon’s 

drinking vessels were of gold.” Solomon out did all the kings of the earth in riches, and it 

affected his wisdom. Solomon gained his wealth at the expense of the people. He taxed them, 

taxed them and taxed them some more. This led to a rebellion after his death and the division of 

Israel into two separate kingdoms. Not only did Israel have a king, they had a top of the line 

monarch, complete with all the bells and whistles. At least they could take consolation in that, as 

the tax bill grew larger and he conscripted their sons to his army and took their daughters to his 

palaces to clean and cook and wait on his hundreds of wives and children. 

Ezekiel commonly refers to the king as the ‘prince,’ in order to stress his subordinate position to 

the Lord. God gave Israel a king in accordance with their wishes, but the Lord remained the King 

in the fullest sense. The descendant of David who occupied the royal throne was the Lord’s 

prince and His representative to the people of Israel. The human representative of the Lord was 

to be the shepherd of the people of Israel, to lead and guide them in paths of righteousness. 

Solomon prayed for wisdom, so that he might discern how to guide the Lord’s sheep. He 

received wisdom, but sadly his wealth and his power clouded his thinking, so that in the end the 

kingdom was divided and the Lord’s flock was scattered. By the time of Ezekiel the Lord’s flock 

had been scattered throughout the nations and the remnant that remained was deported to the 

land of Babylon. But Ezekiel was given a message of hope and a promise of salvation. The Lord 

would raise up an offspring of David, who would gather the scattered sheep of Israel and bring 

sheep in from all nations. He would feed them with righteousness and water them with 

forgiveness. Jesus Christ our Lord is the Good Shepherd and Saviour of all people, especially 

those who believe. In Jesus, God is King in human form! 

 



The Lord set many kings over Israel and Judah. Sadly, few of the shepherds the Lord set over 

Israel as prince were able to overcome their desire to look out for themselves. Each and every 

one including Solomon, abused their position and used their power to benefit themselves, their 

friends and family at the expense of the people. The priests and teachers of the law also abused 

their authority and used their positions to aggrandize themselves. Throughout the ages people 

have done the same and misused their positions in the church to exalt themselves at the expense 

of others. Sometimes the greatest threat to the Lord’s flock comes from those entrusted with its 

care. In our text the Lord said He would rescue His flock from those who abused their authority 

and misused their positions, saying “I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I 

will judge between sheep and sheep.” 

No matter who ruled Israel or how they misused their responsibility, the Lord remained the 

Shepherd and King of Israel. He continued to raise up faithful shepherds such as Ezekiel, to 

express His tender kindness and to lead His flock in righteousness. Through Ezekiel He 

promised that in His time He would raise up an offspring of David, who would express the 

fullness of His righteous rule and His tender care for His flock. God expressed the fullness of His 

goodness and loving kindness by sending His Son to shepherd His flock. Centuries after Ezekiel 

had run his course, the angel of the Lord came to Mary and said, “Behold, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High. And the Lord will give to Him the throne of His father David, and He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 

Jesus would be a different king! He would serve in humility, seek the lost and care for the sheep 

of the Lord’s flock. The kings of the earth seek wealth, honour and the service of their subjects. 

Jesus said, “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give His life as a ransom 

for many.” In the history of Israel and the giving of Jesus, we see that in all things God works for 

the good of those who love Him, whom He has called according to His purpose. Despite the sin 

of the kings and shepherds of Israel, God accomplished His greatest purpose in sending Jesus the 

true Shepherd and Prince of His people. Despite our sin, God sent Jesus to be our Saviour. As 

Paul said in our lesson from 1 Timothy, Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

All of the prophets spoke about Jesus and announced His coming. The book of Revelation says, 

“Testimony to Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” Ezekiel looked forward to the coming of Jesus by 

announcing that God’s servant David would seek and gather His lost sheep. Have you ever been 

lost? How did you feel as you waited to be found? It’s a good idea to tell someone where you are 

going, so that if something unforeseen happens, someone notices you are missing. I’ve heard of 

cases in which it took months for family and friends to realize that a person was missing. 

Sometimes people don’t notice someone is missing, because they don’t care. I heard of a case in 

which police identified the body of a woman who had been murdered fifty years earlier. It took 

so long to make an identification in part, because the people who knew her had never reported 

her missing. It’s sad to think that someone could be missing for so long and no one noticed, or 

bothered to go looking. 

One of God’s greatest complaints against the kings and leaders of Israel and Judah was their lack 

of concern for the lost. But, it was because they were lost themselves and didn’t know it. Have 

you ever been lost and didn’t know it? King Solomon and the kings who came after him, became 

lost by their worship of false gods and idols. Despite the wisdom given to him and the Lord’s 

express command, “You shall have no other gods before me,” Solomon worshipped the gods of 

his foreign wives. His sin spread throughout the leadership of Israel and was passed on to his 

descendants. In turn the shepherds of Israel led the sheep into the same sin. 



The Lord sent prophets like Ezekiel to show the shepherds that they were lost. Have you ever 

suddenly realized you were lost? What did you do? When I was about 11 I was picking blue 

berries in North Western Ontario. I looked around and suddenly I realized I was lost. I prayed. I 

was lost in place, but the worst place to be lost is in our spirits in relationship with God. When 

we realize we are lost in place we call out for help. When we realize we are lost in spirit we call 

out to God for help in prayer. The Lord said, “Call upon me in the day of trouble and I will 

deliver you.” Through His word spoken by Moses, by the prophets and evangelists the Lord calls 

us to Himself in repentance and faith in Jesus. Jesus came to seek the lost. He saves us by 

bringing us into relationship with His Father through faith in His Name. 

In our gospel Jesus asked what seems to be a rhetorical question. He said, “What man of you, 

having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open 

country, and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?” The question presumes that everyone 

would go after the lost sheep, but that is not always the case. The question presumes the lost 

sheep have value in the eyes of the shepherd. The shepherds of Israel often cared little for the 

sheep, apart from what benefit they got from them. At Jesus’ time the Pharisees, priests and the 

scribes didn’t care about the lost sheep of the house of Israel. They were the tax collectors, 

prostitutes and others whom they despised and disparagingly called “sinners.” They were lost by 

their own fault. As far as the shepherds of Israel were concerned they could stay lost. A shepherd 

would go and search for a lost sheep only if he loved it, or if it had some value that made the risk 

to the other sheep and the effort to search, worthwhile. Businesses generally factor in a 10% loss 

due to theft, spoilage or damage. One sheep missing out of a hundred was only 1%. Many 

owners and most shepherds would be happy to loose only one percent and probably wouldn’t 

look too hard for one lost sheep. 

But the Lord loves His sheep. One lost sheep is one too many. The Lord is the Good Shepherd, 

He sent His Son to seek the lost sheep in all the places they wandered. Jesus came into the world 

and shared our humanity in order to seek and to save the lost. Jesus came to save both the lost 

sheep of the tribes of Israel and people from every nation and tribe under heaven. In the gospel 

of John, Jesus said, “I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this 

fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock and one 

shepherd.” Jesus lay down His life to redeem the souls of every human being. 

Jesus lay down His life and took it up again that He might speak a message of redemption 

throughout the world. Jesus speaks by the voice of His church, calling the lost to hear His voice, 

turn from their sins and follow His call. He leads and guides His flock with rod and staff. When 

we wander from His presence, He calls to us through the law, shows us our sin and warns us of 

the danger. He draws us close to His heart through the gospel and speaks comforting words of 

forgiveness, peace with God and eternal life. The image of the shepherd in our text from Ezekiel 

runs through the scriptures. The bible ends with the comforting image of the Good Shepherd, 

leading His flock to springs of living water, where God wipes every tear from their eyes. Jesus is 

the Good Shepherd. We hear His voice. We follow His call. In Jesus’ Name. 

 


