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2 Timothy 1:6, 14 

“I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my 

hands…by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.” 

Timothy was Paul’s helper on his missionary journeys. His name means, “One who honours 

God.” He was the child of a Jewish woman and a Gentile man. He was raised in the Christian 

faith by his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice. He is first mentioned as an associate of 

Paul in relation to the church at Corinth. Paul entrusted the care of the church in Ephesus to 

Timothy. The two letters addressed to Timothy give instruction as to how he should conduct his 

pastoral office and also offer him encouragement in faith and in ministry. Timothy was a 

younger man, perhaps timid and easily cowed by those older and louder. Regardless of his age or 

personality, he had been given an important responsibility as a minister of the gospel. Paul tells 

him, “let no one look down upon you because of your youth, but set the believers an example in 

speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” 

People were to treat him with respect for the sake of the gospel ministry. But as a minister of the 

gospel Paul says Timothy was also to treat people with respect, according to their age and 

gender. Paul told him, “Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father. 

Treat younger men like brothers, older women like mothers, younger women like sisters, in all 

purity.” He was called into this ministry by the Holy Spirit working through Paul and the elders 

of the church, who prayed over him and laid hands on him at his ordination. Speaking of his 

ordination to the office of Bishop or Overseer, Paul reminds him therefore to “fan into flame the 

gift of God that is in you through the laying on my hands.” 

While this and its companion letter were addressed to one man and were written in terms of the 

conduct of his gospel ministry, they speak an important message to us and to all believers. 

Timothy was  a ministry of teaching the faith, strengthening and encouraging people in the faith 

through the proclamation of the gospel of Christ Jesus. All believers have a share in this 

ministry. The power and authority of Timothy’s ministry and any Christian ministry, is not the 

laying on of hands, or the personality of the person ordained. The power and authority of the 

Christian ministry is the word of God, which conveys the gospel message. Paul briefly 

summarizes the gospel in our text as he urges Timothy not to be ashamed, but to “share in 

suffering for the gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not 

because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ 

Jesus.” Timothy was not to allow himself to be looked down upon, not for his own self-esteem, 

but because of the word of God. The word of God is the great treasure of the Christian faith. 

Through the gospel God lifts the humble from their lowly place, so that we become the children 

of God. 

The gospel and all that it entails is what Paul refers to in our text as “the good deposit.” Through 

the word of the gospel, the Holy Spirit awakens our spirits to faith in Christ Jesus. Through the 

word of the gospel, the Holy Spirit nurtures our faith, makes it strong and gives us a foretaste of 

the fullness that is to come at the return of Christ. Although addressed to one man long ago, these 

words speak to all believers. The ministry of Timothy was a ministry of the word of the gospel. 

The word of the gospel is the ministry of the Church. Through the word of the gospel the Holy 

Spirit opens our hearts to faith. The church proclaims the word of the gospel, so the Holy Spirit 

may work the same miracle in the lives of others that they too may receive in their hearts Jesus 

as Saviour and follow him as Lord. 



Paul counsels Timothy to guard by the Holy Spirit the good deposit that was entrusted to him. A 

deposit is a down payment, a sum of money or other commodity given to show good faith. A 

deposit is a first-fruits of the fullness to come. The good deposit entrusted to Timothy is the word 

of the Gospel and the Holy Spirit. This deposit is entrusted to all who believe. The gospel is the 

word by which the Holy Spirit opens our heart to faith in Christ Jesus, through whom we are 

established in a good relationship with the Father. Through the gospel the Holy Spirit opens our 

hearts to receive Jesus and blesses us with faith in His name. The Holy Spirit makes His dwelling 

place within the believer’s soul, so that our bodies become God’s holy temples. Jesus said there 

is no profit in being rich in things that pass away, but poor in relationship with God. True riches 

is to have a relationship with God through faith in Christ Jesus. The Greek phrase translated in 

our text as ‘good deposit’ can also be translated as ‘treasure.’ The gospel is the richest treasure, 

through it the Holy Spirit brings us into a good relationship with our Creator. The gospel is the 

most enduring treasure, for it is the down payment on eternal life, the first fruits of our 

everlasting relationship with God. 

But having said that one must be certain as to the true nature of the gospel. In the ancient world, 

‘gospel’ was simply any good news. In the world what is new has a short shelf life and quickly 

becomes ‘old news’. Christianity transformed the word ‘gospel’ to mean something that is 

eternally new, good and true. The Christian ‘gospel’ is that God has had compassion on us lost 

sinners and redeemed us from our sins, by giving Jesus into our world and into our lives. The 

Christian gospel is not that Jesus made it possible for us to earn our salvation and climb the 

ladder to eternal glory. The Christian gospel is that Jesus paid the entire debt of our sin through 

the suffering of his cross and now bestows forgiveness, life and eternal salvation on all who 

believe, fully and freely. 

The gospel is the good news of God’s compassion and kindness in Christ Jesus. The gospel is 

God’s mercy, as Paul wrote in the letter to the Ephesians, saying, “God, being rich in mercy, 

because of the great love with which he loved us...made us alive together with Christ...so that in 

the coming ages he may show the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness towards us in 

Christ Jesus.” The gospel is the treasure of God’s mercy offered for the world to receive and 

bestowed upon all who by the working of the Holy Spirit, believe in Jesus as the Saviour. The 

Holy Spirit gives us faith in Christ Jesus through the gospel and fans faith into flame, by 

continually fuelling it through the hearing of the word and receiving of the sacrament! We fan 

into flame the gift God gives through the word of the gospel by reading and studying the word, 

gathering for worship and prayer with fellow believers and by coming to receive the sacrament. 

When we treasure the word of the Lord, the Holy Spirit pours His treasures into our hearts! 

Timothy received this treasure through a sincere faith, taught by his grandmother Lois and his 

mother Eunice. Timothy guarded the treasure that had been deposited to him and fanned it into 

flame, by availing himself of the word of God. Later in this letter Paul urged Timothy to, 

“Continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned 

it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” It is through the sacred scriptures, 

witnessed to us first by people such as our parents and grandparents, that the Holy Spirit 

convinced us of the truth of the gospel. It is by continuing in the sacred scriptures that the Holy 

Spirit nourishes our faith, gives us courage, and hope. Through the word the Holy Spirit fans our 

faith into flame and preserves it, so that it we may receive the harvest of eternal life. 

 



Paul wrote to Timothy saying, “I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God which is in you 

through the laying on of my hands…by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good 

deposit entrusted to you.” We guard the good deposit, the treasure of the gospel and fan the gift 

of God into flame, by availing ourselves of the word of God, in bible study, daily scripture 

reading and in personal prayer. The believers in the book of Acts fanned the gift of God into 

flame by devoting themselves to the word, the sacrament of Holy Communion, fellowship and to 

prayer. As a result the gospel spread like wild fire in Jerusalem. Where the word is the Holy 

Spirit is also present, to inspire faith in Jesus as Saviour and give spiritual growth in the hearts of 

those who believe. 

We guard the good deposit, the treasure of the gospel, and fan our faith into flame, by putting our 

faith into action, living in conformity with the will of God, as expressed in the sacred scriptures. 

When Jesus prayed for the church in the hours before His arrest, He specifically asked His Father 

in heaven to keep believers in the word. He said, “Make them holy in the truth; your word is 

truth.” There are people who say we must do certain things, never mentioned in scripture, to 

make our salvation certain; as if Christ alone were not sufficient. Yet all that is necessary is faith 

in the Word. Jesus is the word! But people always want to add things. Writing to the Colossians 

Paul said, “Let no one pass judgement on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a 

festival or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to 

Christ.” We look to God’s holy word for direction in our lives as Christians. His word is a lamp 

to our feet and a light for our path. We will never be led astray if we follow in the path it sets 

before us. The word leads us to Jesus and guides us in His ways. The Spirit fans our faith into 

flame through the word, so we may boldly share the word of life, the gospel of Jesus, with 

others. 

Paul urges Timothy to put his faith into action by fulfilling the responsibilities God entrusted to 

him through the laying on of his hands. As a bishop or overseer, Timothy was responsible for the 

management of the church in Ephesus. He was to select and train men and women for various 

offices in the holy ministry. The deacons and deaconesses had their particular responsibilities. 

He was to teach the church and avoid being side-tracked by futile arguments over words and 

genealogies. He was to preach the word of God to both believers and to unbelievers, always 

being ready to make testimony regarding the hope that is in all believers. He would accomplish 

this task and fulfil his responsibilities, by availing himself of the sacred scriptures. Paul wrote, 

for “All scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness.” It was through the scriptures that he would guard the good 

deposit and fan into flame the gift of God that was given to him through the laying on of Paul’s 

hands. 

God has given each of us has certain responsibilities in our lives, in our family, our community 

and in our Christian congregation. We put our faith into action by integrating our faith with our 

daily responsibilities. We put our faith into action, by living lives of love in accordance with the 

will of God, revealed in the sacred scriptures. We put our faith into action, by sharing our faith 

with others, with our children and grandchildren. It was through Timothy’s grandmother Lois 

and mother Eunice that the Holy Spirit planted the seed of faith in his heart and brought it to 

maturity as he grew in years. Whatever Timothy accomplished as a bishop of the Ephesian 

church was made possible, because faithful people taught him the faith and modelled it in his 

younger years. 

 

 



We are all called to serve the gospel in our lives. We never know what God might do through us. 

But wherever the word is present so also is the Holy Spirit who creates, nurtures and brings faith 

to fulfilment in the gift of eternal life. We remain faithful to Jesus, by keeping His word in our 

hearts and sharing with others the gospel of salvation through faith in His name. We fan into 

flame the gift God has given us and guard the good deposit of eternal life, by treasuring in our 

hearts Christ Jesus as Lord and by remaining grounded in His word as it comes to us in scripture, 

through the sacraments and by our prayers and fellowship with other believers. 

May the Lord who has given us the gift of faith and the good deposit of the Holy Spirit and 

eternal life, strengthen and preserve us in faith until faith passes into sight and the deposit is 

made full in the resurrection to life everlasting. In Jesus’ Name. Amen 

 


