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Psalm 8:1 

“O, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.” 

What’s in a name? Does your name have a meaning? Do you like your name? Do you prefer 

your middle name to your given name? What name would you have picked, if you had been 

given the choice? What criteria did your parents follow in choosing your name? Did you follow a 

different criteria when you named your children? Families sometimes give children the names of 

deceased relatives to preserve their memory, or the mother’s family name to incorporate her 

family. Sometimes people just like the sound of a certain name, like Zerubbabel! That’s a name 

you can wrap your tongue around even if you didn’t have an uncle by that name. Names are 

important as an identifier. But, so many people have the same names that our social insurance 

number is our most certain form of identification. If you don’t like your name you can have it 

legally changed, but your social insurance number is your social insurance number, whether you 

like that number or not. 

Our culture doesn’t attach the same significance to names as peoples of the ancient near east. 

People in the ancient near east gave names that described the circumstances of the person’s birth, 

or expressed a hope the family and larger group had in that child. Eve name her third child, 

“Seth,” saying, “God has appointed me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 

Seth means “God has appointed,” and she doubtless remembered God’s promise that one of her 

offspring had been appointed to crush the head of the serpent who brought sin and death into the 

world. In her sorrow at sin, the death of Abel and the loss of Cain, she may have hoped Seth was 

the one appointed to put an end to sin, the devil and death. When Rachel was dying in childbirth, 

she named her newborn, “Ben-Oni,” which means son of my affliction. It epitomized the 

moment of his birth and his mother’s sacrifice. Jacob loved Rachel, but he didn’t want their son 

to carry a name that cast the shadow of her death over his life. He changed his name to 

“Benjamin,” which means ‘son of my right hand,’ or ‘son of my strength. ‘ 

The given name conveyed the social status of a person. Children of royalty typically had the title 

‘king’ or ‘prince’ imbedded in their names, just so people would know I guess. The Lord’s name 

was often imbedded in the names of the children of Israel, especially the prophets. Elijah means, 

“The Lord is my God.” His name framed His struggle against the prophets of the false god, Baal. 

The name said something about a person’s purpose in life. Joseph was instructed by an angel to 

name the child conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of Mary, “Jesus,” because He would save 

His people from their sins. The word ‘God’ is the generic form by which all people acknowledge 

a superior being or beings. The God who created heaven and earth and all that is in them, 

identified Himself through His relationship with His people Israel and their ancestors. He is the 

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The God of Israel! 

God is so great that many names are needed to describe His being and proclaim His majesty! The 

God of Israel expresses Himself and the nature of His being most fully in Jesus, through whom 

He joined Himself to our humanity and in whom He reconciled humanity to Himself through the 

blood of His cross. God gave many names to express His majesty; El Shaddai, Elohim and 

Yahweh, to name but three. No name is more majestic than the name of Jesus. In Philippians 

chapter two Paul wrote, “God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is 

above every name; that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” Jesus is the Lord who saves 

us from our sins. Jesus is the only name given under heaven by which we are saved. Everyone 



who calls on the name of Jesus has salvation in time and life in eternity. Truly the psalmist sang, 

“O, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.” 

Psalm 8 expresses the psalmist’s wonderment at God’s majesty, expressed in the creation of the 

universe, the world and all that is in them. In the day time he could not lift his eyes to the 

heavens, because of the brightness of the sun. Its brilliance reminded him of God’s glory, which 

not even the angels can behold in its fullness. At night he beheld the universe spread out on a 

canopy of black, testifying to God’s power. Its majesty made him feel small in comparison. In 

those days you didn’t need a recreational vehicle to see the stars, you could just look at the sky 

and see the heavens in their glory. He wrote, “When I look at the heavens, the work of your 

fingers, the moon and the stars which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of 

him, the son of man that you care for him? Yet you have made him a little lower than the angels 

and crowned him with glory and honour.” The universe is an expression of God’s power, but 

nothing is more powerful than God’s love for human beings. Nothing expresses the power of 

God’s love for humans more fully than the cross, upon which Jesus died for our sins and the sins 

of every human soul. 

God loves all creatures, but His love for His human creation is of an entirely different order. God 

created humans in a manner different from the rest of the creation; He formed us with His hands. 

He created humans in a manner unique to each gender. He formed the man from the earth and 

the woman from the flesh of the man. God breathed His Spirit into humans to make us living 

beings. Moreover, God imprinted His image upon the human spirit, so that our spirits would 

reflect and express His nature in the world. Genesis 3:27 says, “So God created man in His own 

image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” God made us 

like Himself, not in our physical appearance, for God is the Eternal Spirit who fills, surrounds 

and pervades every part of the universe. God made us like Himself in our intellect and reason. 

These qualities set us apart from every other creature, to whom He gave instinct as a guide 

through life. Wolves and coyotes have been howling at the moon for millennia, but humans have 

journeyed to it. As the psalmist sang, God has made us a little lower than the angels and crowned 

us with a little of His glory. 

God created humans so that we would perceive His glory in the creation and stand in awe of His 

majesty expressed in the earth, proclaimed in the universe and all that is in them. God created 

humans so that we would represent Him to the creation and care for all that He made. In the 

creation story, the earth is pictured as a garden. The woman and the man are gardeners, placed on 

the earth to care for the Lord’s garden. The Lord brings the animals to the man, so he can name 

them. Genesis 2:19 says, “So out of the ground the Lord formed every beast of the field and 

every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them.” When 

we give something a name, we express our relationship with that person or creature. It didn’t end 

with Adam, humans are still naming and classifying animals large and small by species, sub-

species and whatever other category there may be. We give names to our pets. By naming 

animals, humans express both their relationship with God and their relationship with God’s 

creation, which He has giving into our care. By the act of giving names to animals, human beings 

acknowledge our relationship with God and accept the responsibility He entrusted to us. So that 

we might fulfill this great responsibility, the Lord blessed humans with loving hearts patterned 

after His heart of love. God is love. The glory of God is His steadfast love that endures forever. 

God reveals Himself as one God in three persons; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. But beyond that 

the essence of God is love. 



Nevertheless, since the first humans brought sin into the world, people don’t naturally perceive 

God as love. On the contrary, people fear His judgement at wrong doing and see His wrath in 

natural disasters. The ancient peoples perceived the existence of a greater being or beings 

through the creation. They made gods of the sun, the moon, the stars and the forces of nature. All 

people have a natural sense of God and readily perceive God’s power in the things He has made. 

The characteristic of the God of Israel, which set Him apart from the imagined gods of the 

nations and the concocted gods of the devil, was His love. Fallen, sinful, human nature can 

perceive God in His power, but God must reveal Himself as love. Another psalmist sang, “With 

you there is forgiveness therefore you are feared.” God revealed His love most fully in Jesus, 

whom He gave to live with us and die for us, so that in forgiveness we would live with Him in 

eternal life. 

God is love! What a revelation! Who could have imagined such a thing? How opposite to our 

natural way of thinking! People naturally fear God, rightly perceiving His anger at sin. God is 

angry at human sin. Sinful humans cannot stand in His presence and live. But God gave Jesus to 

atone for human sin, so that in Him we would receive His love in forgiveness; dwell in His 

presence in time through faith; and in eternity through the resurrection of Jesus. Israel feared 

God, because of His love, expressed in forgiveness. This was not the fear of a terrified heart, but 

the sense of awe that comes from perceiving an infinite and incomprehensible love. We stand in 

awe of God, because of the majesty of His love expressed in the cross upon which Jesus suffered 

and died for our forgiveness. How majestic is the name of Jesus in all the earth! 

God blessed humans by equipping us with reason and intellect. God blesses humans most fully 

by opening our minds and hearts to perceive and receive His love in forgiveness through Christ 

Jesus. Love is the most amazing and incomprehensible thing about God. God’s love is expressed 

most fully in Jesus. He shares in our humanity through His conception by the Holy Spirit and 

birth by the Blessed Virgin Mary. Although He had no sin, He suffered for our sins and died for 

us sinners, so that we would receive His love in forgiveness. On the Sunday of the Holy Trinity 

as we consider the incomprehensible nature of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God in 

three persons, we realize that the most amazing thing about God is His love for human beings, 

expressed most fully in Christ Jesus. God made us a little lower than the angels. God blesses us 

more richly than the angels, by crowning us with His love in Christ Jesus. 

The psalmist sang, “How majestic is your name in all the earth!”The scriptures give many names 

to God to proclaim His majesty and to express His nature, which is beyond our comprehension. 

Only God can comprehend God! Yet God is love and God made us to comprehend love. Jesus 

said, “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 

would not perish, but have everlasting life.” There is no god but the Lord; Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. There is no name more majestic than the name of Jesus. In Him we receive the fullness of 

God’s love through the forgiveness of our sins. We join the psalmist and say, “O, our Lord, how 

majestic is your name in all the earth.” In Jesus’ Name we say, amen. 

 


