
Devotion for 4
th

 Wednesday in Lent 

Psalm 16 

Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no 

good thing apart from you.”  

As for the saints in the land, they are excellent ones, in whom is all my delight. 

The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their drink offerings of blood I 

will not pour out or take their names on my lips. 

The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. The lines have fallen for me in pleasant 

places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 

I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night my heart also instructs me. I have set the 

Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure. For you will not 

abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption. 

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right 

hand are pleasures forevermore. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen 

 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 44:1-34 Joseph tests his brothers 

New Testament Reading: Mark 12:28-44 Jesus concludes His public teaching 

 

Devotion: Glory Displayed in Wisdom 

     After Solomon was made king, the Lord appeared to him and promised to give him whatever he 

asked, whatever his heart desired. What would we request if the Lord offered to give us whatever our 

hearts desired? Solomon asked for wisdom! His prayer was “Give your servant therefore an 

understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able 

to govern this your great people?” God blessed Solomon and granted him a wise and discerning mind. 

Solomon’s wisdom was known throughout the ancient near east. The Queen of Sheba traveled from the 

ends of the earth to see Solomon, sit at his feet and listen to his wisdom. Some in Israel did not 

consider Solomon the legitimate heir to the throne. He was not that first born and his mother was not 

the first wife of David. Wisdom was one of the signs by which the Lord testified that Solomon was 

indeed His choice, the legitimate king of Israel and heir to David’s throne. 

     Wisdom was a sign by which Jesus shows Himself the Messiah, the legitimate heir to David’s 

throne and also the Son of God, our Saviour. When people dismissed Jesus as the heir to David’s 

throne and suggested His words were deceptive and self-serving, He remembered Solomon and called 

the Queen of Sheba as witness. He said, “The queen of the South will rise up at the judgement with this 

generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 

and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.”  

Jesus wisdom baffled his opponents and left them speechless. In wisdom Jesus looked at people in 

love. People often look no deeper than the surface. Jesus’ wisdom allowed Him to see what others 

overlooked. In wisdom Jesus saw something profound and significant in the small offering of a poor 

widow. Jesus sees us in wisdom. Jesus sees us in love. Wisdom is the heavenly Father’s sign that Jesus 

is our King and Saviour. Wisdom is Jesus’ love at work in our lives. By wisdom Jesus guides us in 

time and brings us into His Father’s kingdom in eternity. He has words of wisdom and eternal life. 

 

 

 

 



Hymn: Oh, How I love Jesus! CCLI #453681 

There is a name I love to hear; I love to sing its worth.  

It sounds like music in my ear, The Sweetest Name on earth. 

Chorus 

Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus!  

Oh, how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 

 

It tells me of a Saviour’s love, who died to set me free. 

 It tells me of his precious blood, The sinner’s perfect plea. Chorus 

 

It tells me what my Father hath In store for every day.  

And though I tread a dark-some path, Yields sunshine all the way. Chorus 

 

It tells of One whose loving heart, Can feel my deepest woe, 

And in each sorrow bears a part That none can bear below. Chorus 

 

Prayer 

Dearest Jesus, in wisdom you showed yourself the true heir of David’s throne and of the promise 

of a kingdom that will have no end. Your wisdom silenced the opposition of those who set aside 

the word of God for human opinions. Your wisdom reveals you as the Christ; the Saviour of all 

people, especially of those who believe. In wisdom you have opened our hearts to receive you and 

our minds to believe you. Bless us always with the wisdom of faith that in you we would see our 

Saviour and follow your call. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Catechism for Lent: The power of the water 

In the water is God’s Word or command and God’s name. His name is a treasure greater and nobler 

than heaven and earth. 

Baptism is quite a different thing from all other water. This is not because of its natural quality but 

because something more noble is added here. God Himself stakes His honour, His power, and His 

might on it. Therefore, Baptism is not only natural water, but a divine, heavenly, holy, and blessed 

water, and whatever other terms we can find to praise it. This is all because of the Word, which is a 

heavenly, holy Word, which no one can praise enough. For it has, and is able to do, all that God is and 

can do (Isaiah 55:10-11). In this way it also gets its essence as a Sacrament, as St. Augustine also 

taught, “When the Word is joined to the element or natural substance, it becomes a Sacrament,” that is, 

a holy and divine matter and sign. Large Catechism IV 16-18 

I encourage again that these two, the water and the Word, by no means be separated from each other 

and parted. For if the Word is separated from it, the water is the same as the water that the servant 

cooks with. It may indeed be called a bath-keeper’s baptism. But when the Word is added, as God has 

ordained, it is a Sacrament. It is called Christ’s Baptism. Large Catechism IV 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 


