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Romans 5:1 

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God.” 

Peace with God through Christ 

The gospel message is that through Jesus we have peace with God and therefore also good hope 

in all things. The basis of this peace is the renewed relationship we have with God through faith 

in Jesus. Jesus renewed the divine/human relationship through the offering of His sinless life on 

the cross, for the atonement of human sin. Sin separates us from God. Sin created a barrier which 

needed to be removed, before there could be peace between God and human beings. The 

relationship between God and human beings had been ruined by the sin of the first people and 

subsequently trampled by all of their offspring, who followed in their footsteps. Since the sin of 

the first people, all people are conceived and born into a hostile relationship with God. Because 

of sin we are by nature, “without God and without hope in the world.” In the previous chapter of 

Romans, Paul spoke of how sin both broke the human relationship with God and brought death 

into the world and to every human soul. Death comes to all, because all sin according to the way 

of Adam. 

Following the sin of the first people, God gave their descendants over to the desires of sin, so 

that Genesis says, “The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 

every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” The sad effects of sin can 

be seen in the history of the world and in the life of every person. In the letter to the Ephesians, 

Paul spoke of the human condition in very dark terms saying, “And you were dead in trespasses 

and sins in which you once walked…and were by nature children of wrath.” He referred to 

human beings, not as children of God, but as “children of wrath”, not as godly and good, but as 

“ungodly” and “sinners.” He did this to impress upon us the seriousness of sin and its effect on 

our relationship with God. But he did this mostly to emphasize the greatness of God’s love. The 

effect of sin is great, but the response of God’s love is greater! Despite its sin, God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son into death on the cross, so that whoever believes in 

Him would not perish, but have everlasting life. 

How great is God’s love? Despite the sin of the world, God continuously expresses His love to 

everyone through the creation. Jesus said, “He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, 

and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” That’s God’s love! In the book of Acts, the apostles 

Paul and Barnabas, share the gospel with the Greeks at Lystra and Derbe. They begin by pointing 

them to God’s love expressed in the cycle of seed time and harvest. They said, “In past 

generations He allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. Yet He did not leave Himself 

without witness, for He did you good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 

satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” The Psalmists frequently draw attention to God’s 

love, expressed in providing the most common necessities of life. The 104th Psalm sings, “You 

cause grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate, that he may bring forth food 

from the earth and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face shine and bread to 

strengthen man’s heart.” 

All these things, which we receive continuously, are but preludes to the greatest thing God did to 

express His love for human beings, which was to send Jesus to share our humanity, in conception 

and birth; and to be our Saviour, through the blood of His cross. How great is God’s love? 

Consider the witness of the cross, upon which “God made Him who had no sin to be a sin 

offering, so that in Him we would become the righteousness of God.” God’s love is so great that 

He gave His Son to die for us while we were “sinners,” “ungodly” and by nature “children of 



wrath.” In our text Paul says that while a person might sacrifice her or himself for someone they 

deemed worthy of such an act, “God demonstrates His love for us in this: While we were sinners, 

Christ died for us.” How do we know God loves us and that we have peace with Him? We know 

because when we were dead in our sins, hostile to Him in action and in attitude, Jesus died for 

us! The gospel message is that we have peace with God through Jesus Christ. 

Peace is a word that is often associated with the absence of something. When we think of war we 

think of peace. When there is no war, there is peace. Another word often associated with ‘peace’ 

is ‘quiet’. When the children go to bed, there is peace and quiet. Peace and death also have a 

certain affinity. When we view the body of a deceased person in the casket, we often say, “He 

looks so peaceful.” Furthermore, we hope the deceased will “rest in peace.” Peace is universally 

associated with the absence of noise, trouble and life. But peace as it is used in our text and 

throughout the bible, has a much fuller and broader meaning. Rather than the absence of life, 

peace is the effect of the relationship we have with God through Christ Jesus. To say we have 

peace with God through Christ means that we have a full, real and living relationship with Him. 

We are no longer considered unrighteous, we are declared righteous for the sake of Christ. We 

are no longer considered children of wrath, we are called children of the heavenly Father through 

faith in Christ. 

The Hebrew word for peace is “Shalom.” The Hebrews would greet each other saying, 

“Shalom,” “Peace.” When they greeted each other with “Peace” they were not wishing each 

other death, silence or solitude. Just the opposite! They were wishing each other life in 

relationship with God, good relationships with others and loud gatherings filled with songs of 

praise. They wished one another the blessing of relationship with God, their families and the 

community of faith based upon God’s love. Peace in the Old and New Testament is a word that 

denotes an actively good relationship with God and with other people based on love, God’s love! 

God’s greatest act of love was giving Jesus to be the Saviour so that we would be justified; 

declared righteous through faith in Him. Because we have been justified by faith, we have peace 

with God, which means we have a living and active relationship with Him through Jesus Christ. 

We often associate peace with our feelings. If we feel good, we have peace. If we are anxious, 

worried and upset, we say “We have no peace.” Regardless of how our feelings may fluctuate 

from day to day we have peace, because we have a good relationship with God. We have peace 

in every circumstance and in every situation of life, because we have a good relationship with 

God. Peace is not based on our life situation. We have peace even in a pandemic! Peace is based 

upon our relationship with God received through faith in Jesus Christ. Peace is knowing that in 

and through all things, God is working for our eternal good. Peace is knowing that in all things 

He is working to sustain our faith and to give it growth, so that at the return of Christ it reaps a 

harvest of eternal life. Because we have peace with God, Paul says that we can rejoice even in 

the things we suffer. We rejoice even in things we suffer, because we have the peace of knowing 

that in and through all things Christ is with us. We can rejoice even in things we suffer because 

we have the peace of knowing that nothing will be able to separate us from God’s love in Christ 

Jesus. Paul writes, “We rejoice in the glory of God. More than that we rejoice in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character and character 

produces hope and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit.” We rejoice because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit given at baptism, in absolution and in the sacrament of Christ’s body and 

blood. 



We don’t rejoice because we suffer. We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. We rejoice in 

God’s love in Christ Jesus. We rejoice that we have the peace of Christ within us. Because Christ 

is with us and pours His love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, we can even rejoice in 

suffering. We don’t rejoice because of suffering. We rejoice even in suffering, because in Christ, 

God is with us. We rejoice in the peace of knowing that through suffering, God works to draw us 

closer to His heart, so we see that His grace is sufficient to bring us through every trial of life so 

we may see His glory in eternal life. We rejoice, because in word and sacrament, God pours His 

love into our hearts, so that our faith may be strengthened, encouraged and remain firm until God 

reveals His glory to us and gives us our share of Christ’s resurrection. We rejoice in the peace of 

forgiveness and the promise of eternal life that are ours in Christ. We have peace, because our 

hope is in God who has reconciled us to Himself in Christ Jesus. We can rejoice in all things, 

because our hope is in Christ! 

Peace and a good relationship are not necessarily synonymous. We can be at peace with 

someone, simply because we no longer have a relationship with her or him. When we no longer 

speak with someone, there is peace and quiet. Even as death can make people look peaceful, 

sometimes peace means a relationship has died. In the world peace can simply mean that people 

no longer engage in actions of open hostility. They may hate each other deeply and wish each 

other nothing but misery and death; but because they no longer throw rocks, shoot guns or fire 

guided missiles at each other, we say they are at peace. At the height of the ‘Cold War’ when 

democratic and communist states seemed destined to destroy each other in nuclear holocaust, a 

theory was developed for mutual survival called ‘Peaceful Coexistence.’ According to this 

political theory, Communist and Capitalist states could agree to disagree and live without open 

conflict. Sometimes people agree to disagree. They appear to be at peace, but because they are 

not reconciled to each other, they do not have a good relationship and no real peace. 

We have real peace because we have a good relationship with God. We have a good relationship 

with God, because we have been justified by faith in Jesus Christ. We have been justified, 

declared forgiven and at peace with God, because Jesus reconciled us to God through the blood 

of His cross. In Colossians, Paul wrote of Jesus saying, “In Him all the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether in heaven or on 

earth, making peace by the blood of His cross.” Jesus took everything that stood against us and 

God and removed it through the blood of His cross. Jesus is our peace through whom we have 

access to God as Father. In Him we have an active, living, breathing good relationship with God. 

Whether we are alive in our bodies or our bodies rest in the earth, whether we feel joy and 

gladness or not; whether we are well or we are ill; in Christ we always have peace with God. 

And because of that we always have reason to rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. In Jesus’ 

Name. Amen 

“May the peace of God that passes all understanding keep our hearts and our minds in Christ 

Jesus.” 
 


