
Devotion for the 3
rd

 Thursday of Lent 

Psalm 106:44-48 

Nevertheless, He looked upon their distress when He heard their cry. For their sake He 

remembered His covenant, and relented according to the abundance of His steadfast love. 

He caused them to be pitied by all those who held them captive. 

Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us from among the nations, that we may give thanks 

to your holy name and glory in your praise. 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! And let all the people say 

“Amen!” Praise the Lord! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen 
 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 39:1-23 Joseph Chooses to suffer for doing Right 
 

New Testament Reading: Mark 10:13-31 Jesus blesses the children and promises blessing to all 

who believe 
 

Devotion: Paul Kretzmann Joseph in Prison 

“And Joseph’s master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners 

were bound; and he was there in prison.” The innocent young man was confined in the state 

prison, where the prisoners of the king, the criminals against the state, were kept. Thus many an 

innocent Christian has been obliged to suffer wrongfully, to be suspected and accused of crimes 

of various kinds. In spite of all that however, the believers place their trust in the mercy of God. 

V.21. “But the Lord was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight 

of the keeper of the prison.” The hearts of men are in the hands of the Lord, and He can guide 

them like rivers of water. It was the mercy of the Lord which secured for Joseph the favour of the 

jailer, himself an officer under Potiphar. 

V.22. “And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that were in the 

prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it.” Although Joseph himself was a 

prisoner, the jailer’s trust in him was so great that he gave him charge of all the prisoners and of 

all the work which the prisoners had to perform. V.23. “The keeper of the prison looked not to 

anything that was under his hand,” with regard to all things which were expected of him he 

placed implicit confidence in Joseph; “because the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the 

Lord made it to prosper.”  

     With a clear conscience and the Lord’s favour on their side, the believers are able to endure 

not only false accusations, but even worse tribulations; the loss of liberty and life. 
 

Hymn: How Great Thou Art CCLI #453681 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder, Consider all the works thy hands have made, I see 

the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, Thy power throughout the universe displayed.  
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee, How great Thou art! How great Thou art! Then 

sings my soul my Saviour God to Thee. How Great Thou art! How Great Thou art! 
 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  

 



Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee, How great Thou art! How great Thou art! Then 

sings my soul my Saviour God to Thee. How Great Thou art! How Great Thou art! 
 

But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, sent him to die, I scarce can take it in. That on 

the cross my burden gladly bearing, He bled and died to take away my sin; 
 

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee, How great Thou art! How great Thou art! Then 

sings my soul my Saviour God to Thee. How Great Thou art! How Great Thou art! 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation, And take me home, what joy shall fill my 

heart! Then I shall bow in humble adoration, And there proclaim: ‘My God, how great Thou Art!  
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee, How great Thou art! How great Thou art! Then 

sings my soul my Saviour God to Thee. How Great Thou art! How Great Thou art! 
 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, your grace precedes us and your grace follows us. Help us not to fix our eyes 

on the troubles of our lives during these times, but to fix our eyes on you and the eternal treasure 

we have in heaven. Bless us with your counsel and Spirit during these days of trouble so that we 

remember that in you we have good hope in all things. Amen 
 

Catechism for Lent: The fourth and fifth petitions 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

     With many words one could list all the things that are included, like when we ask God to give 

us food and drink, clothing, house and home, health of body. Or when we ask that He cause the 

grain and fruit of the field to grow and mature as well. Furthermore, we ask that He help us at 

home with good housekeeping and that He give and preserve for us a godly spouse, children and 

workers. We ask that He cause our works, trade, or whatever we are engage in to prosper and 

succeed, favour us with faithful neighbours and good friends, and other such things. 

     Likewise, we ask that He give wisdom, strength and success to emperors, kings, and all 

estates, and especially to the rulers of our country and to all counsellors, magistrates and officers. 

We ask that He give to subjects and the common people obedience, peace, and harmony in their 

life with one another.           

     We ask that He would preserve us from all sorts of disaster to body and livelihood; like 

lightning, hail, fire, flood, poison, plague, cattle disease, war and bloodshed, famine, destructive 

beasts, wicked men and so forth. It is well to impress all this upon the common people; these 

things come from God and must be prayed for by us. Large Catechism III 76-79 
 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us 

     It is not as though God did not forgive sins without and even before our prayer. (He has given 

us the Gospel, in which is pure forgiveness before we prayed or ever thought about it (Romans 

5:8). But the purpose of this prayer is that we may recognize and receive such forgiveness…We 

sin daily in word and deed (Genesis 6:5), by what we do and fail to do (James 2:15-16). By this 

the conscience is thrown into unrest, so that it is afraid of God’s wrath and displeasure. So it 

loses the comfort and confidence derived from the Gospel. Therefore, it is always necessary that 

we run here and receive consolation to comfort the conscience again. Large Catechism III 88-89 
 

Benediction 1 Corinthians 16:23 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.” 


