
Devotion for the 4th Friday in Lent 
Psalm 77:1-12 

I cry aloud to God, aloud to God, and He will hear me. In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; in 
the night my hand is stretched out without wearying; my soul refuses to be comforted. 
When I remember God, I moan; when I meditate, my spirit faints. 
You hold my eyelids open; I am so troubled that I cannot speak. I consider the days of old, the years 
long ago, I said, “Let me remember my song in the night; let me meditate in my heart.”  
Then my spirit made a diligent search: “Will the Lord spurn forever, and never again be favourable? 
Has His steadfast love forever ceased? Are His promises at an end for all time? Has God forgotten to 
be gracious? Has He in anger shut up His compassion? 
Then I said, “I will appeal to this, to the years of the right hand of the Most High.” I will remember 
the deeds of the Lord; Yes, I will remember your wonders of old. I will ponder all your work, and 
meditate on your mighty deeds. 
Your way, O God is holy. What god is great like our God? You are the god who works wonders; you 
have made known your might among the peoples.  
You with your arm redeemed your people, the children of Jacob and Joseph. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen 

 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 47:1-31 Joseph settles his family in Goshen 
New Testament Reading: Mark 13:24-37 The coming of the Son of Man 

 

Devotion: Watch 
During the last week of His public ministry Jesus spoke at length about the signs preceding His return 
and our need to watch. In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus says that we keep watch by remembering His 
word, by which He promised to return. He said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away.” He said we watch and stay alert, by fulfilling the responsibilities He has given us. He 
said of His return, “It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in 
charge, each with his work and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.” The servants don’t know 
when their master will return, all they know is what they are supposed to do while he is away. They 
keep watch, not by watching the lane leading to the house; they stay alert by fulfilling the 
responsibilities he has given them.  
We don’t know the day or the hour when Christ will return. And we don’t need to know the time or 
the day. We shouldn’t try to pin point a day that He says no one but the Father knows. He has told us 
all that we need know: First that he will return. Second that we keep watch by remembering His 
words, reading and studying the word and by fulfilling the responsibilities He has given us in His 
church, in our families, in our country and community. The signs around us are a reminder that the 
time is near and that with every passing hour, the hour draws closer. As we wait His Word assures us 
of His blessing and His presence; “Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 

Song: Soon and Very Soon CCLI #453681 
Soon and very soon we are going to see the King! 
Soon and very soon we are going to see the King! 
Soon and very soon we are going to see the King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We are going to see the King! 
 
 



No more crying there we are going to see the King! 
No more crying there we are going to see the King! 
No more crying there we are going to see the King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We are going to see the King! 
 

No more dying there we are going to see the King! 
No more dying there we are going to see the King! 
No more dying there we are going to see the King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We are going to see the King! 
 

Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, you promised to return in glory and promised to be with us through your Spirit as 
we wait. Bless us to stay awake and alert, mindful of your return and faithful in the responsibilities 
you have given us; especially the great responsibility of making disciples of all nations, “baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Catechism for Lent: Who receives what Baptism gives? 
The Baptism of infants is pleasing to Christ, as is proved well enough from His own work. For God 
sanctifies many of those who have been baptized as infants and has given them the Holy Spirit. There 
are still many people in whom we perceive that they have the Holy Spirit both because of their 
doctrine and life. It is also given to us by God’s grace that we can explain the Scriptures and come to 
the knowledge of Christ, which is impossible without the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3). But if God 
did not accept the Baptism of infants, He would not give the Holy Spirit nor any of His gifts to any of 
them. In short, during the long time up to this day, no person on earth could have been a Christian. 
Large Catechism IV 49-50 
 

Benediction  
Isaiah 52:12 

“For you shall not go out in haste, and you shall not go out in flight, for the Lord will go before you, 
and the God of Israel will be your rear guard.” 

 


