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Luke 20:35-36 

“But those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the 

dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage, for they cannot die anymore, because they 

are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.” 

The end is near! At one time warnings of the end were associated exclusively with the return of 

Christ, the last judgement and the recreation of heaven and earth as the home of righteousness. 

Zealous Christians would sometimes appear in public holding signs announcing the nearness of 

the end and calling people to repent. Preachers of doom were often ridiculed and mocked. Times 

have changed and the mockers have taken up the mantle of proclaiming doom. Today we are 

routinely told the end is near by scientists, environmentalists and politicians. Apart from the 

effects of climate change, we all know the end is coming. In Psalm 90 Moses said, “The days of 

our lives are seventy or even by reason of strength eighty, yet their span is but toil and trouble; 

they are soon gone and we fly away.” We know that sooner or later an end will come to our 

lives! 

God made us different than any other creature in many ways, not the least being our sense of 

beginnings and endings. We take note of the day of our birth. We remember our birthday each 

year and with the passing years, we also realize that our days will eventually come to an end. All 

creatures live in the moment. Human beings live in the past, present and the future. God created 

human beings with a sense of the limits of our existence as individuals and as a race. God has 

also set a sense of eternity in the human heart, so that we know that life will continue after we 

are gone. Because we can sense eternity, we can also feel the limits of our being and sense as 

individuals and as a race that the end is coming. 

The end is coming, soon it will be end of the church year. In fact this is the third last Sunday of 

the church year. Are you prepared for the end? Preparation for the end is the overriding theme of 

the final Sundays of the church year. Are we ready to meet our Lord when we draw our final 

breath? Are we ready to be received by Him when He comes on the clouds? In the eighth century 

before Christ, the prophet Amos challenged the people of Israel saying, “Prepare to meet your 

God.” St. Paul reminded first century Christians to be prepared for the return of Christ saying, 

“Salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.” That was almost two thousand years ago. 

It’s a lot nearer now! Are we prepared to meet our God? More importantly, how do we prepare 

ourselves for the most significant event of our existence? In order to be ready to meet our Maker 

at the end of the age or at the end of our lives, we need to be clothed in the righteousness of 

Jesus, received through faith in His name and by baptism into His death and resurrection. We 

have a hymn that sings, “Jesus thy blood and righteousness, my beauty are my glorious dress, 

mid flaming worlds in these arrayed, with joy shall I lift up my head.” 

The theme of the third last Sunday of the church year is the judgement at the end. We fear the 

judgement because of our sin. Sin makes human beings afraid and unable to stand in the 

presence of God. In the first psalm it says, “The unrighteous will not stand in the judgement.” 

Believers will stand in the judgement, because Jesus makes us righteous through the forgiveness 

of our sins. In Jesus we have no reason to be afraid of the end. For the sake of Jesus we have 

nothing to fear in the judgement. Jesus will make us to stand in the judgement for the sake of His 

blood and righteousness. In Him we become children of God and are counted worthy to attain to 

that age and to the resurrection from the dead. 



The last week of His public ministry, Jesus engaged in debate with all the prominent religious 

groups in Jerusalem. Our gospel is a conversation between Jesus and the religious group known 

as the Sadducees. The name ‘Sadducee’ comes from the Hebrew word for ‘righteous’ or 

‘righteousness.’ They were the righteous ones, at least in their minds. The Sadducees controlled 

the temple complex. They were a family, from whom came the priests who offered sacrifices in 

the temple. They were an important family, because the sacrifices offered in the temple were 

essential to first century Judaism. The most important Sadducee was the high priest. The high 

priest represented the people before the Roman Governor and managed the business of the 

temple. Most importantly, the high priest represented the people of Israel before God. Each year 

on the Day of Atonement, the high priest offered a sacrifice for the sins of the whole community 

of faith. The Sadducees were important people in their own eyes, in the eyes of the people of 

Israel and important players in the politics of first century Judea. 

The Sadducees were the most powerful group in first century Judaism, but the Sadducees didn’t 

share many of the beliefs held by the vast majority of Jews; such as the existence of angels, the 

final judgement, the authority of God’s word spoken by the prophets and the resurrection of the 

dead. The Pharisees were much more representative of the faithful in Israel at the time of Christ. 

The Pharisees accepted the books of the Old Testament as we have them now; Moses, the 

writings, the Psalms and the Prophets. The Sadducees acknowledged only the five books of 

Moses as scripture. The Pharisees believed in angels and spirits, the continued existence of the 

soul after death, the resurrection of the body, the last judgement and the resurrection to eternal 

life. The Sadducees believed none of those things, claiming that none of them were found in the 

books they accepted as scripture. They found the belief in the resurrection particularly laughable. 

Hence their conversation with Jesus in which they represented the resurrection life in a most 

ridiculous way. 

In Second Corinthians St. Paul said, “We live by faith and not by sight.” The author of the letter 

to the Hebrews said, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen.” He went even further, saying that without faith it is impossible to please God. The 

Sadducees problem was they lived by sight and not by faith. They lived by sight, because they 

had no faith. Because they had no faith, they understood neither the scriptures nor the power of 

God. The Sadducees disbelieved and mocked the belief in the resurrection, not because it wasn’t 

in scripture, but because they couldn’t understand the scriptures. They couldn’t understand the 

scripture, because they had no faith in God. The most important person in the books of Moses, 

which they accepted, is Abraham. God considered Abraham righteous, because He believed that 

God had the power to do what He promised. Because Abraham believed, he came to see both 

that God keeps His promises and that nothing is too hard for the Lord. Seeing comes through 

believing and believing comes through the power of the promise of God’s love in Christ Jesus 

our Lord! 

It is hard for us to imagine what the resurrection life will be. It’s easier for us to imagine 

disembodied spirits floating in heaven. That’s what the Greek philosophers thought. The 

resurrected body presented too many problems according to their reasoning. It was easier to 

dispense with it and imagine immortal souls living eternally in the heavens. But, that didn’t make 

any sense to the Sadducees either and they just assumed that when a person was dead, he or she 

ceased to exist and was gone forever. They couldn’t think outside the constraints of our present 

existence. They didn’t appreciate the power of God or believe that God could make things 

different than the way things are now. 



Yet God’s power to make things different and create something new, is at the heart of His 

witness in scripture. When God promised Abraham a son in his old age, He said to him, “Is 

anything too hard for the Lord.” When Mary asked how she a virgin would conceive and bear 

God’s Son, the angel Gabriel assured her that “nothing will be impossible for God.” When the 

disciples asked how anyone could be saved, Jesus said, “with man it is impossible, but with God 

all things are possible.” God is making all things new and at the end of this age the present form 

of the world and the old order of existence will pass away. In Revelation the divine voice 

proclaims the coming age saying, “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 

be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things 

have passed away.” 

We don’t know what the resurrection life will be like, except that it will be different from life as 

we know it now. The most fundamental difference is that there will be no sin to separate us from 

God. We will live in Him, move in Him and have our being in Him, in the fullest sense. Because 

there will be no sin to separate us from God, we will experience life to the fullest. There will no 

more injury, illness, suffering, sorrow or death! We can’t see these things but we believe them, 

because God testifies to them in the scriptures. He speaks of them more clearly in the New 

Testament and most fully in the resurrection of Jesus, but He also spoke of them in the Old 

Testament and even in the books of Moses. 

The Sadducees were speechless when Jesus proved the resurrection from God’s conversation 

with Moses when He identified Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Jesus’ point is 

that if there is no resurrection and there is nothing after death but death, God would not have 

presented Himself as being their God. If these people were dead to God and gone forever, the 

Lord would have spoken in the past tense, saying He had been their God. But He spoke to Moses 

in the perfect tense. He said, “I am the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob.” He was their 

God in the past! He is their God in the present. He will be their God for eternity. He is the God of 

believers in time and for eternity. He gave Jesus to die for our sins, so that at the end of the age 

we would rise with Him to eternal life. Everyone who puts their faith in Him is alive to Him! 

Are you ready to meet your Maker? The good news is that your Maker is ready to meet you! He 

has done all that is necessary for you and I and all people to stand in the judgement and enter His 

presence in the resurrection to life everlasting. He sent Jesus to live a sinless life for our sakes 

and gave Him to take our place in the judgement, bearing in His body and in His soul, the sin of 

the world. Your Maker is ready to meet you! Your Maker comes to you with forgiveness through 

the word of the gospel and the washing of baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection. He 

extends to you the olive branch of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life through the gift of 

Christ’s holy body and precious blood, given under the forms of bread and wine. He is the God 

of the living, for all are alive to Him; especially those who have been reborn as children of the 

resurrection through faith and the washing of holy baptism. Jesus is the first born of the dead. In 

Him believers are made righteous in forgiveness. For His sake believers are counted worthy to 

partake in the age to come as children of the resurrection. God always give us faith to believe the 

power of His love promised to us in Christ Jesus. In His Name Amen 

 


