
Devotion for the 4th Thursday in Lent 

Psalm 82 

God has taken His place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods He holds judgement: 

“How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? 

Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute. 

Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 

They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk about in darkness; all the foundations of 

the earth are shaken. 
I said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like 

any prince.” 

Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall inherit all the nations. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen 
 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 45:1-28 Joseph brings his family to Egypt 

New Testament Reading: Mark 13:1-23 Jesus gives signs of the end of the age 
 

Stand on Guard 

     It seems strange that after speaking of the fearful signs that will precede His return, Jesus has to warn us 

to be on guard. But there is something about human nature and the human condition that conditions us to 

have a short attention span and to grow wearing in waiting. Jesus said there will be earthquakes, wars and 

famines. Wars, earthquakes and famines happen every day. As long as they are far away, we pay little 

attention to them. How often do we associate them with being on guard for the return of Christ? 

     It’s easy to get so involved in our daily routines that we don’t even think of Christ’s return. It’s been two 

thousand years! We’ve been hearing about it all our lives and it hasn’t happened yet! When you hear about 

something so often and have waited so long, it’s easy to fall asleep at the switch. Like a musician who only 

clashes his cymbals or blows her trumpet every 20 minutes, we have to consciously and intentionally be on 

guard for the return of Christ.  

     We stand on guard first and foremost by treasuring Christ in our hearts as Saviour. St. Peter writes, “In 

your hearts regard Christ Jesus as holy.” We stand on guard by seeking His grace in the sacraments; 

remembering His promises in our baptism, receiving forgiveness and His Spirit in communion. We stand 

on guard by speaking with Him in prayer; remembering our needs and the needs of others. We stand on 

guard by listening to His voice in the words of Scripture. When we are in the word we are in Christ. When 

we are in Christ, we always ready to receive Him when He comes, or to be received by Him when He says, 

“Come!” 
 

Hymn: Jerusalem the Golden LSB 672 (Public Domain) 

Jerusalem the golden, with milk and honey blest.  

The promise of salvation, the place of peace and rest.  

We know not, Oh we know not what joys await us there:  

The radiancy of glory, the bliss beyond compare. 
 

Around the throne of David, the saints from care released, 

Raise loud their songs of triumph, to celebrate the feast. 

They sing to Christ their leader, who conquered in the fight. 

Who won for them forever, their gleaming robes of white. 

Prayer 

O Lord, by Your bountiful goodness, release us from the bonds of sin, which we have brought upon 

ourselves through our weakness. Keep us watchful as we wait for the return of Christ. In all things keep us 

in your Word through Your Spirit. In Jesus’ Name. Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 



Catechism for Lent: What does baptism with water signify? 

     We are sunk under the water, which passes over us, and afterward are drawn out again. These two parts 

signify Baptism’s power and work. It is nothing other than putting to death, the old Adam and affecting the 

new man’s resurrection after that (Romans 6:4-6). Both of these things must take place in us all our lives. 

So a truly Christian life is nothing other than a daily Baptism, once begun and ever to be continued. 

     We always keep purging away whatever belongs to the old Adam. Then what belongs to the new man 

may come forth. But what is the old man? It is what is born in human beings from Adam: anger, hate, envy, 

unchastity, stinginess, laziness, arrogance, yes unbelief. The old man is infected with all vices and has by 

nature nothing good in him (Romans 7:18). Now, when we have come into Christ’s kingdom (John 3:5), 

these things must daily decrease. The longer we live the more we become gentle, patient, meek, and ever 

turn away from unbelief, greed, hatred, envy, and arrogance. Large Catechism IV 65 

When our sins and conscience oppress us, we strengthen ourselves and take comfort and say, 

“Nevertheless, I am baptized. And if I am baptized, it is promised to me that I shall be saved and have 

eternal life, both in soul and body.” Large Catechism IV 44 
 

Benediction: Psalm 111:10 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

 all those who practice it have good understanding.  

His praise endures forever.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


