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1 Corinthians 15:3 

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures, that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.” 

          A blessed Easter! What would you say is most important about your Christian faith? A person might say 

it is the courage and confidence it gives for living. Faith is a daily and constant reminder that there is more to 

life than the moment and there is more to life than what meets the eye. A person might say that their faith gives 

them a sense of belonging to something greater than themselves. Faith is a connection to God and a connection 

with fellow believers. Faith unites us with other believers around the world and through time. Personal faith 

provides us with personal identity. To say we are ‘Christian’ says much about who we are and what we aspire to 

be. 

     What would you say is most important about the Christian faith? A person might point to the moral influence 

Christianity has had on the world in the past two thousand years. The ancient world valued strength and 

fortitude. Virtues such as compassion and kindness were not highly regarded in ancient Roman Society. 

Christianity brought these to the fore, as people remembered the example of Jesus’ kindness and His 

compassion. Christians were noted for helping the poor, visiting people in prisons and caring for the sick. The 

first hospitals came into being as a result of Christians sharing hospitality, in the spirit of the Good Samaritan.  

     What would you say if someone asked you what is the most important difference between the Christian faith 

and any other faith in God? This is where thing get a little trickier, because every faith honours virtues such as 

kindness and compassion and encourages helping others. Every religion seeks to follow the golden rule, “Do 

unto others as you would have them do unto you.” Every faith gives its adherents a sense of belonging to a 

larger group and being connected to the Deity. What is it that makes Christianity different? The most important 

thing about our faith, the Christian faith and the thing that sets it apart from all other faiths, is the death of Jesus 

for our sins and His resurrection for our justification. We belong to God. We are connected to one another. We 

have meaning and purpose in life, because Jesus died for our sins and rose for our justification! 

     Jesus did many great and important things in His life. He fed thousands of people on at least two occasions. 

He healed the sick and cast evil spirits out of those tormented by the devil. He walked on the water, calmed the 

stormy sea and even raised the dead, on multiple occasions. But the most important thing Jesus did was to die 

for our sins and to rise for our justification. Jesus did those things for and in the presence of people, who have 

long since passed out of the world. We read about those things in the scriptures to support our faith. We treasure 

those things in our hearts and remember them especially, when we pray for healing, help and deliverance for 

ourselves and for others. Jesus did many wonderful things for individuals and groups of people; but Jesus did 

these two things Jesus for us and for all people: He died for our sins and rose for our justification. 

     These are the two most important things that will ever be done for us. We might think it would great to have 

a never ending supply of free food. Not simply universal health care, but health and healing in its fullness, 

continually. But our greatest need is to be established in a good relationship with God, through the forgiveness 

of sins. Health, wealth and well-being all come through a good relationship with God. The first people were 

supplied with every good gift of body and spirit, because they had a good relationship with their Creator. Want, 

suffering, illness, injury, poverty and death came as a result of their sin, which violated and destroyed their 

relationship with God. In the book of Revelation it says a time will come when God again makes His dwelling 

with human beings. Then sin, sorrow and death will be no more. The reason God will again make His dwelling 

with humans and sin, sorrow, suffering and death will be no more is because Jesus died for our sins and was 

raised for our justification.  

     The prophet Isaiah said to the people of Israel, “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, 

or His ear dull that it cannot hear; but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and 

your sins have hidden His face from you.” Human sin creates a barrier that separates us from God and keeps the 

fullness of His blessings and benefits from affecting us. The ancient Greeks by means of human reason, realized 

that God is the source of our being. Paul quoted two of their poets who said, “In Him we live and move and 

have our being…We are His offspring.” The Greeks understood this, but there was something about God that 

they couldn’t understand. On the one hand they acknowledged God as the author of life, but on the other hand 

life is filled with sins and imperfections. God was perfect, so how could He be the creator of something flawed, 



imperfect and downright awful? They figured there had to be two gods; a perfect one and a less than perfect 

one, who created a half-baked world. There are many things human reason doesn’t understand about God, but 

the Scriptures tell us there is only one God and that the problem of suffering, sorrow and imperfection is not 

from God, but from humans. It is our sin that has created a barrier between us and God so that there is suffering, 

illness, injury death and grief. 

     In the gospel of John, Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life and have it to the fullest.” The fullest 

life is to live fully in relationship with God. The first people had the fullest life possible, because in the absence 

of sin, they lived fully in the presence of God. Sin brought death into the world, separated them from God, from 

each other and from all creation. Life will be restored to its fullness when Jesus returns, creates a new heaven 

and a new earth the home of righteousness. Then God will again make His dwelling with human beings in the 

fullness of His presence and glory. Then sin, sorrow, sadness, illness, crying and dying will pass away, even as 

the frost melts and vanishes from your car windows with the heat of the rising sun. The reason sin, sorrow, 

sadness, illness, crying and dying will pass away, is because Jesus died for our sins and rose for our 

justification. God will again make His dwelling with humans, because through His dying and rising, Jesus has 

removed the barrier of sin that separated us from God. Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of the fullness of life 

for those who believe! 

     What makes the Christian faith different from any other faith is not ethics, morals, kindness or compassion. 

Every faith and every teacher of faith has taught and teaches those things. Every faith has teachers like Jesus 

who taught the golden rule and encouraged good works. The difference between the Christian faith and all other 

faiths is Jesus; His dying for our sins and His rising for justification. Jesus died for the forgiveness of our sins. 

That is His claim and the claim of Scripture. No teacher of any other faith makes such a claim about him or 

herself. Jesus was a teacher, but He was more than a teacher. He claimed to the means by which we are 

established in a good relationship with God. In the gospel of John, Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” We come to the Father through Jesus for the sake of 

the blood He shed for the forgiveness of our sin. Jesus teaches us to walk in the light, but He is the one who 

brings us into the light of the presence of God and who makes us light through the forgiveness of sins. 

     How do we know this? We know this, because God raised Him from the dead on the third day, according to 

the Scriptures. Jesus’ resurrection is the Father’s testimony that He accepted His sacrifice to atone for the sin of 

the world. Jesus’ resurrection is of the greatest importance because it is our assurance that our sins are forgiven, 

that we have peace with God and a place prepared for us in His presence. A few verses later in this chapter of 

Corinthians Paul said, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.” Christ’s 

resurrection is not an afterthought, not an appendix that can be dispensed with as unnecessary. Christ’s 

resurrection is the very foundation of our faith, the reason we have confidence in the presence of God. Christ’s 

resurrection is our assurance that death is neither punishment, nor the end. Paul continues saying, “But in fact, 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep…as in Adam all die, so also 

in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

     In support of Jesus’ resurrection Paul mentions His appearance to Cephas, otherwise known as Peter, as well 

as to five hundred of the brothers at one time, many of whom were still alive at the time of his writing. If five 

hundred people witnessed something so amazing, I’m sure we would still have a hard time believing their 

witness. In fact, Matthew says that when Jesus appeared to the disciples that some doubted. Doubtless, they had 

a hard believing what their eyes were seeing. I mean they had seen him horribly maimed, kill and placed in a 

tomb; and now they saw Him alive and well. Even the most faithful followers would rub their eyes in wonder. 

But the most important witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection is the testimony of Paul and the effect Jesus’ 

resurrection had on those who believed. 

     A hostile witness is the most important witness to corroborate the witness of other people. Paul began as 

hostile witness to the resurrection. He didn’t believe it happened. He didn’t believe Jesus was the Christ. He did 

everything in His power to destroy those who said Jesus was the Christ. Paul’s conversion is the greatest 

witness to corroborate the witness of Peter, the apostles, the five hundred and all who loved and followed Jesus 

and saw Him risen from the dead. Witnesses who are willing to suffer and die for their testimony are the most 

reliable witness. Paul, Peter and the apostles were completely changed, because of their encounter with the 

resurrected Jesus. The change in their lives, the firmness of their faith and the manner in which they faced 



death, shows the truth of what they saw with their eyes and experienced with their senses and proclaimed with 

their lips; that Jesus died for our sins and was raised for our justification! 

What is most important about our faith? The answer is Jesus! His death for our sins! His rising for our 

justification! Jesus’ dying and rising connects us to God in forgiveness, joins us to one another as sisters and 

brothers, gives us hope, meaning and purpose in all things and the assurance of sharing in His resurrection to a 

new and everlasting life in the presence of God. A blessed Easter! In Jesus’ Name. Amen 


