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1 Peter 1:3 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

     What are your hopes? Hope is basic to the human spirit and fundamental to our mental and spiritual well-

being. The human spirit hopes for great things; universal peace, physical well-being and happiness. The human 

spirit hopes for mundane things; a sunny day, Spring-time, the beginning of the base-ball season. Our capacity 

for hope is almost boundless. No matter how unrealistic it may be, I still hope, not only for the resumption of the 

NHL season, but that the Jets might win the cup. How is that for a capacity for unrealistic hope? We all hope this 

time of pandemic will soon come to an end. We hope the curve will nose dive into oblivion. We hope there will 

be a vaccine soon, so we can resume our normal lives. It’s good to have hope, it enables us to see beyond the 

present darkness. It empowers us to bear up under the troubles of our lives. 

     It may take longer than we hope, but a time will come when the restrictions of the pandemic will be eased. We 

will be able to gather for worship and fellowship. It may not be as soon as we hope, but there will be a vaccine 

and in time the pandemic will become a memory. People will again be able to gather with family and friends in 

person, not via technology. We might even be able to shake hands and hug again! Even this year, there probably 

will be a base-ball season, maybe even a summer Stanley Cup Tournament, and maybe the Jets will win the 

Stanley Cup! Well I guess I can always hope.  

     In our text Peter speaks about the hope we have in Christ Jesus, saying that it is both real and living. It is a real 

hope, because it is based on Jesus’ resurrection from dead. It is a living hope, because Jesus now lives forever. In 

Revelation, Jesus stands in glory, holding the keys to death and hades. It is a real and living hope, because all 

who have been baptized into His dying and rising have God’s promise of life beyond death. In the letter to the 

Romans Paul speaks of baptism as our sharing in the death and resurrection of Christ. He said, “If we have been 

united with Him in a death like His, we will certainly also be united with Him in a resurrection like His.” All who 

believe in Christ as Saviour have a real and living hope, because through faith in His name and the washing of 

Holy Baptism, He now lives in our hearts. Because He lives in us and we live in Him, we have a real and living 

hope in time and for eternity! 

     Our hope is to live with God in eternity through the resurrection of Christ. We live with God now through faith 

in Christ. We will live with God fully and forever in the resurrection of Christ. Our hope is real and living, because 

it is based on Christ’s resurrection. Christ’s resurrection is God’s testimony that Jesus’ words are truth and life. 

Christ’s resurrection is God’s testimony that everything Jesus did in obedience to the law and suffered on the 

cross, earned our forgiveness and secured us a place in God’s kingdom at the renewal of all things. When Jesus 

hung dying of the cross, people below mocked Him saying, “He trusted God. Let God save Him, if He wants 

Him. Let Him come down now from the cross and we will believe in Him.” God showed He received Jesus as 

His Son and accepted His sacrifice for our forgiveness, not by taking Him from the cross, but by raising Him 

from the dead! God certainly had the power to rescue Jesus from the cross. But raising Jesus from the dead was 

far more impressive and a greater demonstration of power. 

     Jesus’ resurrection is testimony that He was crucified for our sins and that God accepted His blood as the 

sacrifice of atonement, both for ours and for the sins of the whole world. Jesus’ resurrection shows that God truly 

is reconciled to the world and that He is serious when He calls us to Himself for forgiveness. Jesus’ resurrection 

shows that God can be trusted when He says ‘everyone who calls on Jesus’ name will be saved in time and for 

eternity. Jesus’ resurrection is our assurance that through baptism and by faith in His name, we have forgiveness 

and peace in our relationship with God. Jesus’ resurrection is our assurance of rising to a new life, when He 

returns and makes all things new! The promises of God are certain, not because we believe them. The promises 

of God are certain, because He has raised Jesus from the dead. The reason we have a real and living hope, is 

because God has raised Jesus from the dead. Because Jesus lives we live; now through faith, fully and forever in 

our share of His resurrection!  

     Peter writes, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. According to His great mercy, He has 

cause us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.” Even as we are born 

into the world through processes beyond our control, so we are born into relationship with God through a process 

beyond our control; through the mercy of God for the sake of Jesus Christ. Through the word, the Holy Spirit 

works the greatest miracle in the human heart; awakening us from the death of sin and giving us spiritual rebirth 



as God’s children for the sake of Jesus; His death and resurrection. The blessings and benefits of Jesus’ 

resurrection are given through the gospel, as it comes to us through word and sacrament. Through the gospel, 

God calls all people to Himself in forgiveness through faith in Jesus. In the water of baptism, the Holy Spirit 

cleanses believers of the stain of sin, daily and constantly. In the sacrament of Christ’s body and blood, God 

forgives us, nourishes our faith, and both gives us the Holy Spirit and a foretaste of the feast to come at the return 

of Christ. 

     The rebirth, for which Peter gives thanks, is the rebirth of the human spirit, made alive to God through faith in 

Jesus, as a result of His resurrection. In the book of Revelation the rebirth of the human spirit through faith in 

Jesus, is called “the first resurrection.” God gives us the first resurrection, the rebirth of the human spirit, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, working through the hearing of the word and the washing of baptism. In the letter to the 

Ephesians, Paul wrote, “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you used to walk…and were by 

nature children of wrath like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 

which He loved us, even when we were dead in transgressions, made us alive together with Christ.” To be born 

again to a living hope is to be raised from spiritual death to life with God through faith in the resurrected Christ. 

He died for our sins and was raised for our rebirth through faith in time and for eternity in His resurrection! 

     Our hope in Christ will ultimately be fulfilled in our share of His resurrection. This is what Peter refers to 

when he speaks of the “inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.” Have 

you ever received an inheritance? What did you do with your inheritance? Do you still have it, or is it spent and 

gone. A man I knew said, “The older generation saved it, so the younger generation could spend it.” Sometimes 

an inheritance put to good use and other times it is squandered! An inheritance which was accumulated over many 

years, can be spent and gone within a year. Jesus told a parable of a young man who requested and received his 

inheritance, even before his father had passed away. He took his inheritance and invested it in wild living. In the 

end it was gone and all he received in return for his investment was poverty and hunger. Even when they are put 

to good use, earthly inheritances eventually are spent and gone.  

     In contrast, the inheritance we have in heaven is “imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.” It is not an 

inheritance of silver and gold, but an inheritance of life in the presence of God. People often describe heaven 

using metaphors of worldly wealth and beauty. Scripture uses similar metaphors. Revelation speaks of heaven’s 

streets being paved with gold. The beautiful things of this life remind us that heaven is more beautiful than we 

can imagine. All these earthly symbols point to the indescribable nature of heaven, which is to be in the presence 

of God. The reality of which, will be greater than anything we experience in this life, or can imagine. We have 

hope in all things, because the outcome of our faith is resurrection to eternal life in the presence of God. And so 

Peter writes, “Though you do not now see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 

filled with glory you are obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” The salvation of our 

souls is our share in the resurrection of Jesus! 

     From the perspective of this life Peter didn’t get much of an inheritance for his faith in Christ. From the 

perspective of this life, all Peter got for his faith in Christ was death through crucifixion on a Roman cross. But 

from heaven’s point of view things look much different. Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, the outcome 

of Peter’s faith was not death and the grave was not his inheritance. Like us, he had been reborn into a real and 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Resurrection to eternal life is the outcome of our faith. The 

presence of God is our inheritance. No matter what we must go through and or what we must experience on our 

journey, the resurrection of Jesus is the outcome of our faith and heaven is our inheritance. No matter what 

hardships we must endure, and what sufferings and sorrows we must pass through during our earthly pilgrimage, 

our journey will be fulfilled in God’s presence in our share of Christ’s resurrection.  That’s why Peter could 

endure the hardships of life and sufferings of being an apostle. That’s why he encourages us to endure the same 

and why he says, “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 

trials.” We rejoice, because God raised Jesus from the dead. In Him we have a real and living hope at all times 

and in all things! His resurrection is testimony to our forgiveness in time and our life in His presence in eternity. 

In Jesus’ Name. Amen 

      

      


