
Epiphany 4 / February 2, 2020 / Dedication of Jesus 

Luke 2:34 

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel and for a sign that 

will be opposed.” 

The dedication or presentation of the firstborn male was an important event in the life of a new 

family. The firstborn male belonged to the Lord for the sake of His deliverance of Israel from 

slavery in Egypt, which was accomplished through the death of the first born. The presentation 

of their firstborn son was the young family’s act of obedience as Israelites and a sign of their 

faithfulness to the covenant Moses mediated between God and Israel at Mount Sinai. If you 

recall, the Lord sent ten plagues upon the Egyptians, in order to liberate His people and force 

Pharaoh to set Israel free. Nine plagues affected the Egyptians with mounting severity. The tenth 

plague was the plague of death! At midnight an angel of the Lord went throughout the land of 

Egypt and slew the firstborn male of every household. The only homes spared were those 

marked by the blood of the Lamb, which the Moses had commanded Israel to sacrifice and eat. 

The faithful in Israel marked the lentil and doorposts of their houses with the blood of the lamb. 

When the angel saw the blood, it passed over. The firstborn males of the house of Israel were 

spared death for the sake of the blood of the Lamb. 

The firstborn male was the only child dedicated to the Lord. No subsequent male children born 

to a couple would be presented in the temple. In Exodus the Lord said to Moses, “Every firstborn 

male among your sons you shall redeem. And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What 

does this mean?’ You shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from 

the house of slavery. For when Pharaoh refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the firstborn in 

the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to 

the Lord all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.” The 

firstborn of Israel were redeemed by the blood of a lamb, or in the case of people too poor such 

as Mary and Joseph, with “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

Like the firstborn of Israel in Egypt, Jesus’ life was redeemed by the shedding of blood. Jesus 

was set apart from the firstborn sons of Israel that He might shed His blood for every son and 

daughter of humankind and redeem us all from sin and death. Jesus was set apart as the Lord’s 

redeemer at His dedication. Many years later He was again identified as the Redeemer by John 

the Baptist, who upon seeing Him cried out, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world.” Jesus is the Passover Lamb for all who believe. Every soul marked with His blood 

through faith and the washing of the word in baptism, is redeemed from sin and death and 

promised life eternal in His presence. 

Five centuries earlier in the book of Malachi, the Lord said, “Behold, I send my messenger and 

he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to His 

temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold He is coming, says the 

Lord of hosts.” The messenger was John the Baptist and the Lord is Jesus. Jesus came to His 

temple on the fortieth day of His birth to be presented to the Lord and dedicated to His service. 

In service to the Lord, He would live a life without sin, in complete obedience to the moral and 

ceremonial law of the Lord. He would bring healing to the people through the forgiveness of 

sins. He would offer Himself on the cross to make atonement for the sin of the whole world. In 

His resurrection, He offers Himself to all nations as Saviour from sin and death. All who have 

faith in His name, regardless of birth order, both male and female, are given rebirth as sons of 

God, life as His children and made heirs of eternal life. What an amazing child and what a 

significant event in the life of the human family! 



Who would have thought such a thing when they saw this child? Do you ever wonder what a 

newborn will become? We all wonder what our children will become when they grow up. We 

hope it will be good! We don’t know of course what children will become, or what they will be 

doing fifty or sixty years from now. No one who saw Jesus in the temple would have imagined 

that two thousand years later, His presentation would be remembered throughout the world. 

Hardly anyone would have noticed His presence with His parents. Firstborn children were 

dedicated to the Lord every week, maybe even every day. He was the Lord returning to His 

temple, but no one saw Him as the Lord. No one noticed anything exceptional about Him in 

comparison to the other male children being presented to the Lord. No one saw anything more 

than an infant or anything special about this child, except for two people to whom He was 

revealed by the Spirit of the Lord. Two people were blessed by the Lord to see this child as the 

Redeemer of Israel, Simeon and Anna. Simeon took Him in arms and blessed Him. Anna spoke 

to everyone about the redemption of Israel. They were blessed with faith to see! Faith to see 

Jesus as the Redeemer is the first and most precious gift of the Spirit. Jesus said to His disciples 

“Blessed are your eyes for they see.” We bless God that we see Jesus and in Him see our 

Redeemer. 

Like John the Baptist, God gave Simeon a special sign by which he recognized Jesus as the 

Christ, the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world. We are not told what sign God gave 

Simeon to see Jesus and recognize Him as the Christ. We are simply told that “he came in the 

Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do to Him according to 

the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God.” Whatever that sign was, it 

was not given in a vacuum. Simeon didn’t just happen to take the temple tour that day and while 

he was admiring the architecture and taking in the beautiful stones, the Holy Spirit suddenly 

whapped him. The Holy Spirit revealed Jesus to Simeon within the context of his faith and his 

faithfulness; both of which came through the word of God. Paul wrote that faith comes through 

hearing the word of God. He reminded his disciple Timothy to be faithful in studying the word 

saying, “from youth you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make 

you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” Simeon was prepared to receive a sign to 

reveal Jesus to him as the Messiah, because he knew the scriptures. He knew the command to 

dedicate the firstborn. He knew the promise of the Lord to return suddenly to His temple. He 

knew the Lord’s promise to restore the fallen line of King David and to redeem Israel through 

the birth of a child. He just needed a sign from the Spirit to tell him which child was the 

redeemer. In whatever way the Spirit revealed Jesus to Simeon in the temple, the Spirit revealed 

Jesus to him first in the scriptures. 

Maybe we would like a sign in our lives. Maybe we need a sign. The apostle Paul needed a sign 

to change his life and he got a big one. He had a zeal for God, but he was on the wrong track. He 

was so off the mark that he thought he was doing God’s will by persecuting Christians. In order 

to set him on the right track, Jesus appeared to Paul in a blinding light and asked, “Saul why are 

you persecuting me?” It was an amazing sign and a singular experience in his life. It had its 

effect! Paul became a believer, an apostle and perhaps the most effective evangelist. The sign 

had its effect, because Paul was already in the scriptures. The Lord opened his eyes to see Jesus 

in the scriptures. When he saw Jesus, the scriptures were opened to him. When the scriptures 

were opened, he saw Jesus in a new and proper light. We see Jesus in the scriptures. All the signs 

of the Spirit come in and through the context of God’s first word in Holy Scripture. God gave 

special signs to John, Simeon, Anna and Paul, but He gives the same scriptures to us as to them, 

so that we too would see Jesus as Lord and believe in Him as our Saviour! 



Mary got a sign too, but probably not one she wanted. Simeon said a sword would pierce her 

soul, because her son was “appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel and for a sign that 

is opposed.” Parents wonder what their children will be and hope good things will come in their 

adult lives. Parents hope their child will be the next generational athlete, in a given sport. Like 

Wayne Gretzky’s parents, they keep all the autographs their child got in case they too can make a 

Tim Horton’s commercial. Believers hope for signs from the Lord, to provide direction and give 

encouragement in life. It’s good to have the extra assurance that the Lord has our back and we 

are on the right track. But apart from the shock of a stranger taking her baby in his arms, 

Simeon’s words must have made Mary’s heart tremble in fear. Her Son was destined to be a sign 

that is spoken against! 

Most parents would prefer a sign of future success. Most believers would like a sign of future 

glory rather than coming sorrow, but whether we experience them as pleasant or painful, all 

God’s signs are good and bring blessing. Paul received a good sign from the Lord when he saw 

the light and heard the voice, but his eyes hurt and he couldn’t see. It felt like his soul had been 

turned inside out and he couldn’t eat for three days. Mary received a sign from the Lord that her 

son would grow to be a sign of division and controversy. A sword would pierce her soul. These 

words would be fulfilled when she stood beneath his cross and saw Him suffer and die. It didn’t 

feel good in the moment, but it brought the greatest good for eternity, both to her and to all who 

believe; peace with God in the forgiveness of sin. 

All God’s signs are good and bring blessing; even those that bring pain, because all God’s signs 

lead us to Jesus, who suffered and died for our peace in time and life in eternity. Jesus is God’s 

greatest sign. He is the sign of God’s desire to be with us. Jesus is God with us as a human being. 

He is the sign of God’s justice and fairness. God doesn’t sweep human sin under the carpet and 

pretend it didn’t happen. Jesus fulfilled God’s righteousness, by living a sinless life in perfect 

obedience to His holy law. Jesus fulfilled the law’s justice by bearing our sin upon the cross and 

paying the debt of every human soul. Jesus is the greatest sign of God’s love for all people. “For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him would 

not perish, but have eternal life.” 

Jesus is a sign that is spoken against and a sign that brings division among people, because some 

reject Him as Lord and others receive Him as Saviour. But those who receive Jesus as Saviour, 

everyone who believes and is baptized in His name, receives peace with God and the assurance 

of eternal life in His presence. Jesus is appointed for the falling and the rising of many, 

especially of those who believe. Because, when we fall at His feet in repentance and confess our 

sin and our sinfulness, He separates us from the guilt of our sin, raises us up in the forgiveness of 

His cross and the promise of eternal life. God bless us always with faith to see Jesus as Lord, so 

that with Simeon we may see our Saviour and with Anna, share the good news of our redemption 

in His blood. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 


