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1 Peter 2:9 

“Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people.” 

     The church is a people made up of many people. Each member is an individual person. The people who 

make up the church come from many different nations and speak a multitude of languages. The church is spread 

throughout the earth and its members have many different customs, traditions, social expectations and outlooks 

on life. Yet in Christ the church is one people, the people of God. The church is the people of God, not because 

its members are better, or in some way more qualified than any other people. The church is the people of God 

because God chose its members and purchased them with the blood of Christ.  

     In the Old Testament, Israel was the people of God, rescued from Egypt and redeemed by God through the 

blood of the Passover Lambs. They were a chosen people, but lest they thought it was because they were in 

some way superior to the Egyptians and anyone else that wasn’t among their people, Moses reminded them that 

they were chosen simply because God set His love on them. In the same way the church is the people of God, 

not because we are special or better than anyone else but, because God has set His love on us and redeemed us 

from sin and death though the blood of Christ. God calls and choses on the basis of His love.  

     Ancient Israel was the people of God in distinction from the nations of the world, but not to their exclusion. 

God chose Israel to be His people so that they would know Him as the only God, the Creator of heaven and 

earth; and then make Him known to the nations. God called and chose Israel, so that through them He would 

reach out to the nations, so that they would turn from their sins and the worship of things falsely called gods and 

serve and worship Him alone. In Isaiah the Lord said to Israel, “I will make you as a light for the nations that 

my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” That purpose was fulfilled in Jesus in whom God manifested 

Himself in human flesh and through whom God expressed the fullness of His love for all peoples, by giving 

Him to die on the cross, to make atonement for the sin of the whole world. Through Jesus, God calls all peoples 

to Himself that through the washing of baptism and faith in His name, all people may become His people. God 

calls all people to become His people through the gospel of forgiveness in Jesus’ Name. 

     In these verses Peter speaks of the church as a chosen race, a royal priesthood and a holy nation for God’s 

possession. We think of race along genetic lines, often forgetting that we all share a common ancestor and are 

members of the same human race. We often use race to exalt one group over another and as a means of 

dehumanizing others. That’s our sin and a sign of our common humanity, for since the sin of the first people we 

are all conceived in sin, separated from God. We sin against God and others in thought, word and deed. God is 

not a racist. God does not favour one race above another. He loves all peoples and expresses His kindness daily 

in the life of the world, the fruitfulness of the earth and His care for all things living. The whole human race is 

separated from Him through sin and hostile to Him in action and in attitude. Nevertheless, His love for the 

human race is so great that He gave Jesus to be our Saviour. In Him, He has redeemed the human race from sin 

and death. Through Jesus, He makes people from every race part of His race, His holy people, whose sins have 

been washed away in the blood of the lamb. 

     God’s race is a chosen race, because God is its creator through the work of the Holy Spirit in the 

proclamation of the gospel. God calls out to all people through the gospel, creates faith by the working of the 

Holy Spirit and cleanses us from sin through faith in Jesus and the washing of His blood. The race of which 

Peter speaks in our text, is a spiritual race made up of people from every race. It is a spiritual race in which 

people from every part of the human race are joined to God in faith and baptism into Christ’s resurrection. To 

say that the church is a chosen race is to say that it is God who makes us His people through the power and 

promise of His love. To say that we are a chosen race is not to say we are better than any other race, it is to say 

we have received mercy from God for the sake Jesus. It is to say that God is the author of our salvation, the one 

who raises us from the spiritual death of sin and makes us alive to Him in Christ. To say that we have been 

chosen means that our relationship with God is based on His grace and is certain because of His promise.  

     God has chosen the church for the same purpose He called ancient Israel His people, so that we would make 

His name and His salvation in Jesus known to the world. God calls people to Himself not to exclude other 

people, but so that He would reach out to include more people through the sharing of the gospel of salvation 

through faith in Jesus. Peter says God has chosen the church and each of its members, so we may proclaim the 

excellencies of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. By nature, since the advent of 

sin, the whole human race is in the dark about God, the nature of His being, His attitude towards us and even 



His very existence. God seeks to make Himself known to the world in Christ Jesus through the witness of the 

church. He did this in the Old Testament through Israel, whom He rescued from a powerful foe and settled in 

the land of promise and protected from many strong foes. Through the centuries God made Himself more fully 

known through Moses and the prophets. He expressed His love in forgiveness through the sacrifices offered in 

the temple. In all these ways He sought to show Israel and the nations that He both exists as the Creator and 

loves all He has created, despite our sin. 

     The most amazing thing God revealed to the nations about Himself through His chosen people Israel was His 

love. Human beings, in the dark about God because of sin, don’t naturally perceive God as love. Whether we 

like to admit it or not, we all have a sense of guilt when it comes to God. That’s our sin! Through our sense of 

sin that we perceive God as against us. We naturally flee from God, even as the first people did in the garden 

following their sin. We flee from God by denying His existence, by following gods of our own creation, or by 

trying to appease His perceived wrath through our sacrifices and offerings. But the thing is that God loves us. 

God loves us so much that He gave Jesus to atone for the sin of the whole human race on the cross. He has 

taken away the sin of the world. All we need to receive is believe. And that is the purpose of the church on 

earth; to proclaim the excellencies of God by calling people from every nation, every race, every language 

under heaven to believe in Jesus, so that in Him they would see God as love and in Him receive forgiveness, 

spiritual healing and the promise of eternal life. 

     To that end and so we may fulfill our purpose as God’s people, St. Peter first calls us to live as God’s people 

by longing for the pure spiritual milk, in order that we may grow in our faith and become mature in the 

salvation He has prepared for us in Christ Jesus. A person is member of a racial group by birth and by virtue of 

her or his DNA. A person doesn’t have to do anything to remain part of a racial group. A person doesn’t have to 

do anything to remain part of a national group. We are born or naturalized as citizens of a nation and unless we 

actively do something to renounce our citizenship we remain a member of a particular nation.  

     It’s not quite the same with the people of God. Our relationship with God as His people is a living 

relationship in which Christ is the fountain and source. We live dynamically in our relationship with God, by 

feeding on His word. Jesus is the living bread by which our spiritual hunger is sated. Jesus is the living water by 

which our spirits are refreshed daily. We live and grow in Christ so that daily we may be empowered both to 

believe and to share our faith in God with others by the words of our lips and the actions of our lives. 

     In the Old Testament only a select few men were priests who offered sacrifices in the temple. But in the New 

Testament, all believers are priests, who offer God a spiritual sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving through the 

words of our lips and by the service of our lives. Jesus our great high priest fulfilled the work of the Old 

Testament priesthood, by the offering of His body on the cross. His sacrifice, offered once and for all, atoned 

for the sin of the whole world. It is our spiritual service as members of what Peter calls “the royal priesthood,” 

to tell others about the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, proclaim the effect it has had on the human relationship 

with God and call others to faith in His name. God wants people from the whole human race to become His 

people through faith in Jesus and to receive the promise of an eternal promised land through baptism into His 

death and resurrection.   

 

God bless us each to believe that we may continue to receive the nourishment of His grace through faith in 

Christ Jesus. God open our hearts to the needs of others and open our lips to them the excellencies of God who 

calls all of us to Himself in Christ Jesus. In His Name. Amen 

 

      

 


