
Good Friday / April 10, 2020 

Isaiah 53:5 

“But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed.” 

     Isaiah is the prophet who spoke most often and most clearly about the Saviour God would send into the 

world. Isaiah celebrated the birth of the Saviour singing, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonder Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father Prince of Peace.” Isaiah prophesied that this Saviour would come from the royal line of 

David and fulfil the promise the Lord had spoken to David through the prophet Nathan, of a kingdom that 

would never end. He sang, “Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne 

of David and over his kingdom to establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 

forth and forevermore.”  

     In four servant songs, Isaiah spoke of how this Saviour would fulfill the purpose of Israel as a nation, which 

was to bring the knowledge of the Lord to the ends of the earth and to all the peoples in the world. The servant 

would a light for the nations “to open the eyes that are blind.” He would make the Lord known as the only God 

and Saviour. Unlike Israel that so often went astray,  He would not turn back, but would give His back “to those 

who strike,” and not hide His face “from disgrace and spitting.” This servant would bring salvation to all 

nations through knowledge of the Lord and establish God’s eternal kingdom in the earth, beginning in the 

human heart. In the third servant song Isaiah sang, “I will make you as a light for the nations that my salvation 

may reach to the ends of the earth.” As Isaiah 53 says, He would bring salvation to the ends of the earth, by 

bearing our iniquities and being crushed for our transgressions. 

     Good Friday shows us our sins so that we would see our need for a saviour. Good Friday shows us our sins 

so that in Jesus, we would see our Saviour and receive what only He can give; forgiveness, peace with God in 

time and life with Him in eternity. Good Friday highlights the seriousness of sin and on the great gift of love 

God gives us in Jesus our Saviour. Good Friday is not a day to blame Jews or Romans for the suffering and 

death of Jesus. Good Friday is a day to see our sins as the reason Jesus suffered; and that it was for our salvation 

that God caused Him to die! Isaiah sang, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his 

own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  On Good Friday we contemplate with deep 

gratitude the incomprehensible love of God, who gave Jesus to bear our sins and become our Saviour through 

the blood of His cross. The cross fulfils the words and work of Jesus who said, “God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him would not perish but have everlasting life. For God 

did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through Him.” In Jesus and the 

cross, God expresses His love for the world! 

     Israel’s purpose as a people in the Old Testament was to make God known to the nations according to His 

steadfast love which endures forever. The world and its gods knew and knows nothing of the love of God. We 

naturally know God through the guilt of sin and see Him as angry. Even as Adam and Eve hid from Him after 

they sinned in the garden, we are naturally afraid of God! The religions of the ancient world, which often led 

Israel astray, knew only angry gods that needed to be appeased by sacrifice, even the sacrifice of humans, adults 

and children. Those gods were always angry and easily offended.  

     Prophets like Isaiah testified that God’s true anger was that people would not turn from these angry things 

and come to Him to healing, forgiveness and mercy. God’s anger was that people saw Him as angry and 

condemning; and refused to see Him as loving and forgiving. But God is forgiving and His steadfast love 

endures forever. Through Isaiah the Lord said, “Though your sins are scarlet they shall be white as snow.” God 

is love and He has shown the extent of His love by giving Jesus to be our Saviour; not simply by making Him 

known as love through His words, but especially through the sacrifice of His cross. As St. Paul said in the letter 

to the Romans, “God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were sinners Christ died for us.” 

     Good Friday is a day to focus first and foremost on God’s love. It is a day to remember human sin and that it 

was our sin for which Jesus died on the cross. But most importantly Good Friday is a day to remember that 

Jesus came into the world out of love for us, in order to express the fullness of His Father’s love for the world. 

Good Friday is a day to remember Jesus went to His cross, so that He would reconcile us to His Father through 

the sacrifice of His life. Isaiah said, “It was the will of the Lord to crush Him; He has put Him to grief.” It 



wasn’t the Jews or the Romans, it was the Lord who put Jesus to grief and He did so that in Him and through 

faith in His name, we would have forgiveness in time and life with Him in eternity.  

     Isaiah sang, “Out of the anguish of His soul He shall see and be satisfied; by His knowledge shall the 

righteous One, my servant, make many righteous, and He shall bear their iniquities.” Jesus has born our 

iniquities on the cross. In Him and through faith in Him, we are accounted righteous before God in forgiveness. 

In Him and through His resurrection all who believe will be made righteous body and soul through His 

resurrection to life everlasting. He calls us to Himself that in Him we would experience God’s love in 

forgiveness and know Him as our Saviour, in time and for eternity. He was numbered with the transgressors. He 

poured out His soul to death. He bore our sins and intercedes for us with His Father, so that we would have 

peace with God. Behold the servant of the Lord, Jesus our Saviour! Amen 

 

  

 

      

      


