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Romans 4:16 

“That is why it depends of faith, in order that the promise may rest of grace…” 

The key phrase of Lutheranism is “justification by grace through faith.” Justification means to be 

declared righteous by God in forgiveness. It does not mean to be made righteous so that we do 

not sin, but that God doesn’t count our sin against us. Whenever a U.S. president comes to the 

end of his term, he invariably issues pardons, largely based on politics. A presidential pardon 

releases persons convicted of crime, from the penalty imposed by a court of law. The conviction 

stands, but the penalty is not enforced. God’s justification of sinners is similar. His holy law 

convicts us of sin, but for the sake of Christ, we are forgiven and the penalty against us is not 

enforced. Jesus’ righteousness covers over our sin, so that even though it continues to exist, God 

does not count it against us. St. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians, “In Christ, God was reconciling the 

world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them.” Our sin and sinfulness remain, but 

God does not count it against us. 

We will be made righteous, in the sense of no longer sinning and no longer having sin, when 

Jesus calls us to share in His resurrection. Then we will be made like Him in perfect 

righteousness. In the meantime, we rely on God’s continued grace in Christ Jesus. Grace is 

God’s mercy in that He forgives us, not because of anything we have done, or because of any 

good qualities within us; but solely for the sake of Jesus. Jesus carried the burden of our sin and 

paid its debt on the cross. Grace is that God forgives us not once, several times or periodically; 

but continuously throughout our lives. Daily and constantly God washes away the stain of our sin 

in the water of baptism. Grace is that God doesn’t count our sin against us. Grace is that God sets 

our sin aside and counts us righteous in His sight for the sake Jesus’ righteousness. We have a 

hymn that sings, “Jesus your blood and righteousness, my beauty are, my glorious dress.” 

Faith is the means by which we receive God’s grace; believing that in His mercy, He declares us 

righteous for the sake of Jesus. Faith is taking God’s word to heart and believing Him, when He 

says we are forgiven for the sake of Jesus. In our text Paul uses the example of Abraham, who 

upon hearing God’s promise that he would be heir of the world, believed the Lord. The Lord, 

counted him righteous, covered his sin, and forgave him, because he believed His word! In the 

same way God counts us righteous, covers our sin and forgives us, because we believe His 

promise of forgiveness for the sake of Jesus. The author of Hebrews wrote, “And without faith it 

is impossible to please Him.” God values nothing more highly than faith. Jesus said, “All things 

are possible for him who believes.” He told people, “Your faith has saved you.” Faith saves 

because it receives God’s promises, especially His promise of forgiveness and eternal life, for the 

sake of Jesus. John summed it up beautifully in his gospel, saying, “These things are written that 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, that believing you may have life in His 

name.” Believe it! 

I read an article that said the Canadian Revenue Agency is holding unclaimed refunds from 

hundreds of Canadians. The amounts range from a few dollars to several hundred dollars. You 

can check if the CRA is holding money for you, simply by creating an account and looking. 

However, even with this information available hundreds of Canadians are unaware that they have 

money credited to their CRA account. Some people may not be aware, but others don’t check 

because they assume there will be no money credited to their account. If we don’t believe we 

won’t get our money back. Before we receive it, we have to believe it. At one time many of us 

probably owned Canada Savings Bonds. The program has been discontinued for several years, 

nevertheless there are millions of dollars of unredeemed Canada Savings Bonds. In some cases 



the owners have passed on. Others may have forgotten. In order to retrieve bonds or receive them 

as someone’s beneficiary, all you have to do is check. Some people are richer than they think, 

but it does them no good, because they don’t know about it, or they don’t believe it could be 

them. 

We are richer than we think, in a far greater manner than we realize. We all have a positive 

account with God, because Jesus has paid our debt. More than paying our debt so we owe 

nothing, Jesus has filled our spiritual account with God, so that it overflows with grace and 

mercy. We don’t have to create an account, do a web search or make a formal inquiry, as we 

would with the CRA, government or a financial institution; all we have to do to receive is 

believe. God has already credited our account with Jesus’ righteousness! Jesus paid our debt and 

our account is filled to overflowing. We know this, because it is written in the bible. The 

Canadian Government, the CRA or your great aunt’s bank, isn’t going to look for you to share 

the good news that you are richer than you think, but God does. God tells us of the riches of 

grace and mercy that are ours in the scriptures. He calls out through the voice of the church, so 

that we would realize the riches that are ours in Jesus Christ. And we don’t have to fill out an 

online form to access God’s riches in Christ. All we have to do to receive it, is to believe it. And 

this applies not just to us, but to every human soul. Jesus paid the debt for the sin of the world. In 

his first letter, John said of Jesus, “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and not only for ours, 

but for the sin of the whole world.” Writing to his disciple Timothy, St. Paul said Jesus is the 

Saviour of all people, “especially of those who believe.” We are rich with God in mercy for the 

sake of Jesus. All we have to do to receive it, is believe it! When we believe it, He declares us 

righteous in His sight for the sake of Jesus! 

In Psalm 103 the psalmist sang, “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love. He will not always accuse, nor will He keep His anger forever. He 

does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high 

as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him; as 

far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions from us.” This is what 

God wants us to believe about Him! However, that’s not what people naturally believe about 

God. That’s not what we believe when we are plagued by a bad conscience and stricken with 

guilt. Deep down inside, we believe that God is angry, we fear He will repay us according to our 

iniquities. There was a situation comedy in which one of the characters would tell others, “God is 

going to get you for that!” When something bad happens that thought is never far from our 

minds. But that’s not what God wants us to believe. God wants us to believe He is merciful, kind 

and gracious, abounding in steadfast love and forgiveness. 

This is what Abraham came to believe, when God called him to leave his ancestral home in 

Mesopotamia and journey to the distant land of Canaan. Abraham didn’t know the Lord when he 

was growing up. Maybe you didn’t know the Lord either. Maybe you didn’t know Him as He 

wants to be known. Maybe you were taught that God was angry and that when you did wrong, 

He would get you. Abraham was raised to believe there were many gods and they were all angry. 

The gods of Abrahams’ ancestors were angry and needed to be appeased through sacrifice. There 

wasn’t a gracious and merciful God in Abraham’s childhood. God came to Abraham through His 

word and convinced him that not only is He the only God, but that He is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and forgiveness. Abraham believed the Lord and 

the Lord counted it to him as righteousness. When we believe the Lord is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, the Lord counts it to us as righteousness. We 

know more fully than Abraham that the Lord is merciful and gracious, abounding in steadfast 



love and forgiveness, because He has given Jesus for our forgiveness and to be our 

righteousness. 

Abraham didn’t have to sacrifice anything to appease God. God showed him this clearly and 

dramatically when He commanded him to sacrifice his son, prevented him from doing it and 

provided His own sacrifice. Abraham didn’t do any works to earn God’s favour. God simply 

blessed him with His favour. He didn’t do anything to deserve God’s love. God just loved him. 

All Abraham had to do was believe it! Because God loved Abraham, He gave him a promise. 

Because Abraham believed God’s promise, He gave him things to do. Abraham didn’t have to do 

anything to earn, deserve or keep God’s love. No one does! God gives us things to do, because 

He loves us. God loves us so much, He wants us to share in His work. Paul says the same things 

in the letter to the Ephesians, where he writes, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 

boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

The great work that God prepared for Abraham was that through Him, his descendants would 

come to know that He alone is God and that He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. God loved Abraham’s descendants graciously, 

patiently and with compassion, because through them He wanted the world to know that He is 

merciful, gracious and forgiving. The greatest work God prepared for Abraham and descendants 

was one that He would do Himself, by sending His Son to be our Saviour. Hundreds of years 

after Father Abraham’s death, an angel of the Lord came to one of his distant descendants. He 

said she would conceive by the Holy Spirit and give birth to the Saviour. All she had to do was 

believe it! Praise God she believed, because God did His greatest work and gave the greatest 

display of His love, in giving His Son to redeem those condemned by the law, so that we would 

receive divine adoption, be justified by grace through faith and know the glorious freedom of 

being the children of God. God gave His Son to bear our sin and remove its guilt, so that all who 

believe in Him would have life in His name. And all we have to do to receive life, is to believe in 

His Name. Believe it! 

The Holy Spirit who has begun this good work within us, bring it to completion in the day of the 

Lord Jesus. In His Name. Amen 

 

 


