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Peace by the Blood of His Cross 

Colossians 1:11 

“Making peace by the blood of his cross.” 
If you ever watched Sesame Street you might remember a matching segment which presented 

three objects. They might be two vegetables and a fruit, or two birds and a cat. Then they would 

ask, “Which of these three is not like the others?” There are three things in this verse from 

Colossians; peace, blood and cross. Christians see no dissimilarity between these three. As Paul 

says, Christ made peace between us and God, by the blood of His cross. But in the ancient world 

one of these three did not go together. The purpose of the cross was to shed the blood of 

criminals and enemies of the Roman state. None but Christians would have associated peace 

with the blood of the cross. The cross was a bloody instrument of death! 

The shedding of blood in sacrifice was common in the ancient world. Markets sold meat from 

animals sacrificed in nearby temples. Modern people are sensitive about the slaughter of animals. 

We may like a cheeseburger, but most of us wouldn’t want to see how it got to our plate. The 

ancients had no problem eating meat, or even seeing animals slaughtered. Blood was shed on 

altars when animals were sacrificed by priests. Blood had a universal religious meaning. Blood 

atoned for sin. It was part of their religion, part of their daily lives. 

Blood had a religious meaning, but the cross was simply a device of torture and death. Death on 

the cross was painful and humiliating. The cross killed the body of a man and the spirit of a 

people. Jesus’ death both transformed the cross into a symbol of life and made the sacrifice of 

animals a thing of the past. We don’t sacrifice animals, because Jesus’ sacrifice did what no 

other sacrifice could do, it atoned for the sin of the world and made peace between God and 

humans. 

 

During Lent we reflect upon the cross, the sacrifice Jesus made and its effect on our relationship 

with God, and on our relationships with our fellow human beings. Because Jesus made peace 

between us and God through the shedding of His blood on the cross, we live at peace with God 

and can now begin to live at peace with other people. 

 

 

 

 
 

 


